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Emanuel:

‘Chicago’s future is at stake’

Fashion students not ‘chill’
after chair discussion
» AMELIA GARZA
CAMPUS REPORTER

when frustrated students met with Jeff Schiff, interim chair of
the Fashion Studies Department, to discuss
the future of the fashion BFA program and
proposed curricular changes at his “Chill
with the Chair” event Sept. 19 in the 618 S.
Michigan Ave. Building.
Hoping to leave the meeting with clarity,
some students left feeling defeated instead
TENSIONS RAN HIGH

of heard, said Lindsay Holeso, junior fashion
studies major.
“The meeting should’ve gone better,”
Holeso said. “[Schiff] knew we were upset,
but I don’t think he was expecting as many
students to come in as there were. There
were [more than] 25 students that came
into this tiny little room, and there was a
lot of back-and-forth. It didn’t make sense.”
The Chronicle was denied access to the
“Chill with the Chair” event but was able to
contact Schiff and students who attended

after the event. Schiff said he denied access
because he thought students would feel more
free to talk without a reporter present.
Kathryn Williams, freshman fashion
studies student who was not able to stay
for the whole meeting, said it went very well.
“[Schiff] gave a lot of insight that [the BFA]
will still be offered,” Williams said. “It’s not
like he’s taking anything away from the students that are here right now.”
According to junior fashion studies major
Natasha Donkoh, the department’s proposed
major, which combines design and business,
was discussed, but will not be offered until
2018, so older students will not benefit.
Senior fashion studies major Rachel
Hentrich said she thought the new curriculum is very business-heavy but weak when

it comes to fundamentals such as design
and construction.
“I want everyone to get a job when we
graduate from here, and how can we do
that if our program’s being cannibalized?”
Hentrich said. “How can we get a design
job if the program’s not there to teach you
and to grow you into how to do those jobs?”
According to Hentrich and other students who attended the session, the new
curriculum did not offer enough design and
construction courses. Those who expressed
concern were advised by Schiff to go elsewhere if the proposed curriculum is not
what they are looking for, she said.
Hentrich said she was in disbelief
when Schiff made the comment that
unhappy students seek another college.

SEE BFA, PAGE 3

violence, economic opportunities and rebuilding relationships between the
community and the Chicago Police Department were
covered in Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s Sept. 22 “Public
Safety Address” in which the mayor called on Chicago
citizens to back his gun and violence prevention plans.
“This fight is for Chicago’s future because Chicago’s
future is at stake,” Emanuel said.
During the speech, held at Malcolm X College,
Emanuel discussed CPD Superintendent Eddie
Johnson’s two-year hiring plan, which will cost more
than $100 million and allow CPD to add 970 new
employees. There will be 516 police officers, 92 field
training officers, 112 sergeants, 50 lieutenants and
200 detectives added to the city’s police force by the
end of 2018.
Law enforcement is one of the city’s most valuable
resources, according to Emanuel.
CRIME PREVENTION, GUN

“[People want police officers] on the street who
know and respect the residents. Officers need our
support—it is essential to their effectiveness in our
city,” Emanuel said.
The mayor also encouraged the city’s communities
to help police in their effort against gun violence.
Emanuel criticized the federal government on gun
control issues and expressed frustration that people on the terrorist watch and no-fly lists are not
restricted from purchasing a firearm. He called for
assistance from the Illinois capital with this issue.
“We need Springfield to be part of the solution,”
Emanuel said.
The speech also introduced plans to provide
job opportunities to disconnected youth. The
city, according to the mayor, will partner with
more than 50 businesses, including the ChicagoCook Workforce Partnership, to give more than
2,000 out-of-school and out-of-work youth jobs.
Emanuel said jobs are a deterrent to gang affiliation and provide a path to a better future.

SEE EMANUEL, PAGE 39
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Students should be in curricular
discussions, not shown the door
» MEGAN BENNETT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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olumbia’s students, possibly more than
ones at other higher education institutions, understand the importance of
their curricula and programs staying relevant
to what is currently happening in their disciplines, as creative fields are in constant flux.
However, it often seems like their opinions on
what is being taught within their respective
departments are not taken into consideration,
especially when changes are being made.
As reported Sept. 19 by The Chronicle,
fashion students received an email
announcing the BFA in the Fashion Studies
Department was “no longer” accepting new
applicants. Students were then notified later
by Fashion Studies chair Jeff Schiff that
the BFA program was not eliminated and
applicants would be considered for the next
several years, as reported on the Front Page.
Students were then told about the department’s changing curriculum and proposals,
including one fashion program that merges
the design and business concentrations,
that will go through the college’s extensive
vetting process for these types of changes.
The process includes approval by the appropriate school’s dean and the provost, as well
as feedback from Faculty Senate.
These clarifications, however, are contradictory to the narrative given to faculty,
staff and students in prior emails and are
likely caused by a lack of collegewide communication regarding how curriculum is
allowed to be altered.
Appropriate curricular changes are a
healthy part of any higher institution’s ongoing development; however, Columbia should
set precedent by involving more students
in the conversation before proposals are
approved or announced.
Chairs, along with faculty and staff,
should absolutely have the final say on what
is happening within their departments.
Their expertise in their artistic craft and
academia is the reason why Columbia
hired them. Students can also provide vital
input into not only the current climate of
the creative field being discussed, but also
what they are expecting from a Columbia
education. Massive changes to programs
and majors after their arrival and without
proper notification create an atmosphere of
uncertainty and frustration.
As reported on this week’s front page story,
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multiple students confirmed that Schiff said
in a Sept. 19 “Chill with the Chair” meeting
that if they were unhappy with upcoming curricular changes, they could seek education
elsewhere. The Chronicle, however, was not
allowed access to the meeting because Schiff
said beforehand he wanted to ensure students
could speak freely about their fears within the
department. When asked about this exchange,
Schiff told The Chronicle he did not “recall”
saying students should go to other colleges if
unsatisfied but added that does not mean he
didn’t say it.
This response to student concerns with
changes is beyond inappropriate: It is absolutely absurd considering they had no say in
any proposed changes and were then blindsided with unclear information.
Students should not be mocked or insulted
for fearing change, especially if they do not
have a seat at the table and are only brought
in after the fact.
For changes of this magnitude in any
department, not only should faculty and
staff be a part of the discussion, but several
student representatives should be given the
chance as well.
		
In order not to limit the conversation to one
or two—as is typically the number of students
privy to these conversations, consistent
updates via email announcements, online
forums or town hall meetings during times
of program or curricular review could make
transitions more seamless and accepted.
Openness could be the difference
between retaining students or losing them
to competitors, especially when they are
being clearly reminded of their other
options by Columbia’s own employees.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
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CORRECTION: In the Sept. 19, 2016 issue story “Fashion BFA program canceled via email,
interim chair tells students ‘Don’t freak!’” the statement “Everything was done in secret
over the summer, and the design faculty were not included in any of the discussions.
Then, [faculty] are chastised for having a reaction to something we knew nothing about.
Transparency and good communication do not exist.” should not have been attributed
to faculty member Elizabeth Shorrock, an assistant professor in the Fashion Studies
Department. The Chronicle regrets the error.
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Big Mouth kicks off semester with Cover Night. » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
» PHOTOS WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE

BFA, FROM FRONT PAGE

“Cutting back a program that people
really want and then saying, ‘Well if you
want that stuff, we’re not going to offer it,’
[is] not good enough,” Hentrich said.
Donkoh said she was also disheartened
by Schiff’s comment.
“I felt hurt by it,” Donkoh said “This is
someone who is supposed to be our department chair, who is supposed to have authority, and they’re telling us, ‘If you don’t like
it, leave!’ That’s wrong.”
Holeso said the meeting was a good way
for students to express their concerns, but
she took issue with comments made by
Schiff throughout.
“I left the meeting feeling very disrespected,” Holeso said. “I know I wasn’t the
only one. A lot of us felt extremely replaceable as students, especially as juniors and
seniors. We’ve worked really hard to get to
this point. We deserve respect.”
Schiff told The Chronicle he does not
remember telling students to go to a different school if they were upset.
“I’m not saying I didn’t, I just don’t recall
saying that,” Schiff said.
As reported Sept. 19 by The Chronicle, an
email sent to students and faculty by Schiff
attributed a decrease in student interest
and changes in the fashion industry as
reasons for the program’s cancellation.
According to Donkoh, Schiff apologized
to the students during the meeting for misinforming them on the “cancellation” of the
BFA program.
“[Schiff] said he used the wrong wording,”
Donkoh said. “[The BFA is] not going to be
available after a certain point. It isn’t all
of a sudden effective immediately that it’s
gone, and that’s what he [initially] made
it seem like.”
Schiff told The Chronicle that he is not
apologetic for sending the email, but rather
for the confusion it caused students.
“My impulse was to communicate with
students because there was already chatter—it was important to send out a calming
email, which I vetted around the college
before I sent it,” Schiff said. “It’s not about
personal interest; it’s not about the feelings
of faculty members. This place exists to
serve students, and that is what compelled
me to send that out and what would compel me in the future if something like that
happened [again].”
Diana Vallera, president of the part-time
faculty union and adjunct professor in the
Photography Department, said it was irresponsible of Schiff to send the email.
“You do not eliminate something without
first making sure you want to eliminate it

and why, and then you should make sure
you have something in place, and none of
that happened,” said Vallera, who said she
represents adjuncts who may be displaced
by the proposed change.
Schiff said he followed proper procedure
for curricular changes.
“I followed the processes that were
given to me and are listed in the curriculum-planning manual from beginning
until the end, and right now we’re in the
middle of that,” Schiff said.
If students are in the BFA program, they
will be able to complete their degrees, and if
they are not in the BFA program, they will
get one last chance to apply in the Fall 2016
and Spring 2017 semesters, Schiff said.
He added that the proposed new curriculum will appeal to the needs of employers.
“Our proposal suggests a truly foundational program for a single fashion department that conjoins fashion merchandising
and fashion design,” Schiff said. “All of our
research has revealed, with great certainty,
that our potential employers are looking
for a fully integrated program with both
merchandising and design.”
He added that fashion studies students
will start in this strong foundational
program. After taking the foundational
courses, the program will split into two
concentrations: fashion design product
development and fashion merchandising.
According to a Sept. 23 email sent to The
Chronicle by college spokeswoman Cara
Birch, the Fashion Studies Department
curriculum has not undergone changes
for this semester.

Birch said once the faculty in the department have provided enough feedback on
the proposed curriculum and the chair has
approved the revision, the new proposed
curriculum, will go to the Curriculum
Committee, the Dean’s office, Faculty
Senate and, finally, the Provost.
Birch added that if the curriculum were
to be approved, there would be a transitional phase for students.
“When a new curriculum is decided
on and approved, there is a period when
both the old and the new curriculum exist
together,” Birch said. “Those who are here
during the transition have the opportunity
to select classes from both.”
Holeso said she fears for future freshmen
who are going into an untested program.
“I kept being told we were in the guinea-pig class, and I didn’t appreciate it,”
Holeso said. “I don’t think incoming freshmen should be the test run. They should
be given high-quality classes [the department] knows are going to work.”
According to Holeso, in order for current
fashion studies students’ concerns to be put
at ease, there must be more transparency
and respect for students.
“I understand we’re students, but we’re
paying a lot to be here, and we’re working
really hard to be here,” Holeso said. “We
deserve to know what’s going on. We need
to know what’s going on in the future, even
if they say that it’s minor. It may just be the
runway show right now, but what else could
they cut later?”

Fashion studies students, such as Kathryn
Williams (pictured above), discussed the
future of their curriculum at Sept. 19 “Chill with
the Chair” meeting with Jeff Schiff (pictured
below), interim chair of the Fashion Studies
Department.

agarza@chroniclemail.com
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Wearden addresses enrollment
comments, Fashion BFA
» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
CAMPUS EDITOR

A

conversation on Sept.
23 between Senior Vice
President and Provost
Stan Wearden and The Chronicle
about clarifications of past coverage—see box below for specifics—evolved into a wide-ranging
discussion of Columbia’s enrollment, changes and cuts. What
follows is an edited, condensed
version of Wearden’s remarks.

» FILE PHOTO

THE CHRONICLE: Can you
elaborate on enrollment?
STAN WEARDEN: We have to
stop a sort of magical thinking
where enrollment is just going to
get better next year. We have to
realize that this is going to take
some work—that it’s going to take
several years of increasing the size
of our freshman class; increasing
our international enrollment,
which is why we will be hiring the
vice provost for Global Education;
increasing our online enrollment,
which is why we hired a vice provost for Digital Learning; and
increasing our adult continuing
education students. As we increase
those populations, including the
traditional domestic freshmen, for
several years, we will see enrollment completely turn around.
Why have you said that it will
take time to fix enrollment?
I was trying to convey an optimistic

message [so that] everybody can
get on board with the things that
we’re doing now.
Would you care to comment on
the reported discontinuation
of the BFA in fashion design?
What I’ve asked the departments
to do this year—and actually last
year as well—is to review their
curriculum to make sure it’s intentional: they have good reasons for
everything, there are specific
learning outcomes attached to the
courses, there are program learning outcomes, and they are intentionally moving students toward
meeting those learning outcomes.
[I’ve also asked to make sure] that
it’s current, which means it’s just
IN A SEPT. 23 interview with The
Chronicle, Senior Vice President and Provost Stan Wearden
clarified comments attributed to
him in recently published stories
that covered his visit to Faculty
Senate and the announcement of
curricular changes in the Fashion Studies Department.

For all your mural paint supplies.

state-of-the-art right now, and it’s
relevant to the lives and careers
of our students, including the
employability of our students.
That’s all I’ve directed. The rest
of the decisions need to be made
at the departmental level. I don’t
have the expertise to tell faculty of
the Fashion [Studies] Department
what its curriculum should look
like [or] whether it should have a
BFA program.
Whatever decision they make,
if they defend their decision and
make a good case for it, I will of
course support that decision.
Should fashion BFA students
be concerned about changes?
We have a BFA in fashion right
In a Sept. 12 story titled “Provost
addresses enrollment drop, faculty’s transparency concerns,”
Wearden’s statement should have
noted the decline in enrollment is
likely to continue until gains are
made in international student
recruitment, continuing adult
education and online enrollment.

958 S Oak Park Ave, Oak Park, IL
773-441-4842
momentumarttech@gmail.com
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Regarding a Sept. 19 story titled
“Fashion BFA program canceled
via email, interim chair tells students “Don’t freak!,’ he disputed
a comment that the decision to
discontinue the program came
from the higher administration
and pointed out the many steps
before a final decision is reached.

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

M u s i c

Momentum Art
Tech

now until further notice. We may
still have a BFA at the end of this
process; it all depends on what gets
recommended by these bodies.
Whatever changes might happen
in the fashion curriculum, or in any
other curriculum in the college, do
not affect current students. They
don’t even affect students who are
admitted next year .
Whatever the curriculum is
described as being in the catalogue, is the curriculum we will
give those students. Even if they
do decide to eliminate the BFA,
those students are still going to
get a BFA if they want it.

D e p a r t m e n t

E v e n t s

Wednesday September 28
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series
at the Conaway Center

12:00 pm

Friday September 30
Classical Guitarist Cesar Lara
at the Sherwood

8:00 pm

CAMPUS

SEMESTER IN LA
OPEN HOUSE SESSIONS
FOR SEMESTER IN LOS ANGELES
SPRING, SUMMER, J-TERM, & FALL
2017–2018

Animation
Drama Writing for Television
Editing
Screenwriting
Producing
Graduate Producing
Comedy Writing for Television
Directing
Transmedia & Cross Platform
Development

Monday–October 17th 2016
10:00AM–11:00AM
600 S. Michigan Ave., Rm. 1301
1:30PM–2:30PM
1104 S. Wabash Ave., Rm. 311

Tuesday–October 18th 2016
3:30PM–4:30PM
5:30PM–6:30PM
600 S. Michigan Ave., Rm. 1301

Wednesday–October 19th 2016
10:30AM–11:30AM
1104 S. Wabash Ave., Rm. 311

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Semester in LA
323-960-8020

COLUM.EDU/SEMESTERINLA
@SILA_CCC
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Astronomer ties art inspiration
to cosmological data

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
Astronomer Lucianne Walkowicz shared information with students in a Sept. 21 presentation about
using images and data gathered by the LSST for artistic works.
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
AN IMMENSE TELESCOPE being built in the
Cerro Pachón Mountains of Chile, which
will house the world’s largest digital
camera and gather about 20 terabytes of
data per night, was the subject of a colloquium arranged by the Science & Mathematics Department Sept. 21.
The main functions of the Large
Synoptic Survey Telescope outlined in
the presentation, held at the Ferguson
Auditorium in the 600 S. Michigan Ave.
Building, are to detect anomalies in
space, help scientists better understand
dark matter, create a map of the observable universe and improve understanding
of the Milky Way.
Pangratios Papacosta, associate chair of
the Science & Mathematics Department,
invited Lucianne Walkowicz, astrologist
at Chicago’s Adler Planetarium, to the
college to speak about the functions and
benefits of the telescope at the first of
three colloquiums scheduled throughout
the semester.
“We have a number of courses we
offer that deal with works of astronomy,”
Papacosta said. “Many of our students in
these classes have been invited to attend
this talk and learn from it.”
Walkowicz said she has been a part of
the LSST project for 10 years and acts as
a community manager among the various
groups working on the project, ensuring
that groups are aware of the functions and
benefits of the telescope.
Although Walkowicz is an astronomer,
she is also an artist. She has created oil
paintings, comic books and sound installations, some of which were inspired by
scientific findings.
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“Learning about science, more generally, is interesting from an artistic
point of view because both artists and
scientists essentially do the same thing,”
Walkowicz said. “They take observations
of the world, and they try to identify what
interesting questions or aspects of that
world they can highlight. Astronomy does it
with the universe, the arts do it with human
experience.”
In the presentation, Walkowicz encouraged students to work with data produced
through scientific findings—like the information that will be gathered from the
LSST—for artistic projects of their own.
Individuals who browse the data may not
only benefit the artistic community, but the
astronomy community as well, Walkowicz
said. The LSST will compile such a large
amount of data that scientists will not be
able to interpret it in its entirety. Because
the data will be accessible to the public, any
viewer could make a discovery not yet seen
by scientists, she added.
“I didn’t know the [data] was all public
information. It’s definitely something I’m
going to [look into],” said presentation
attendee Evan Frank, a senior theatre major,
who added astronomy has always been an
interest of his.
The remaining two colloquiums this
semester will be presented Oct. 19 by a
mathematician from the University of
Vermont, and Nov. 16 by a forensic scientist
from the University of Illinois at Chicago.
“We always try to say to students,
‘Sometimes your education is beyond the
classroom,’” said Papacosta. “It’s in other
things, in art galleries and museums. [This
is] one of those examples of learning out of
the classroom.”
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com
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»AMELIA GARZA
CAMPUS REPORTER
AT COLUMBIA’S NEWLY merged
Career Center, as reported Feb.
15 by The Chronicle, the college’s
internship coordinators now hold
positions as internship and career
advisers and work in a new location at Columbia’s 618 S. Michigan
Ave. Building.
With these roles come more
responsibility for past coordinators Tom Joyce, Jennifer Halperin,
Aundrea Parsons and Lyn Pusztai,
and new hires Sarah Butler and
Jo-Nell Sieren. Instead of covering
one major as they did in the past,
some advisers now cover several,
according to Associate Dean of
Career Development and Industry
Relations Erik Friedman.
After being contacted several
times by The Chronicle, Halperin
and Parsons were not made

available for comment and Pusztai
and Butler declined to comment.
“Taking on additional majors,
it’s a workload for the advisers,”
Friedman said. “They’ll have to
figure out how to manage that
and how to develop [and] maintain those relationships and work
with students.”
Joyce, a current internship and
career adviser, worked in the Radio
Department as the internship
coordinator prior to his new positions at the Career Center.
Now, Joyce works as an
adviser for the Radio, Audio
Arts & Acoustics, Business &
Entrepreneurship, and Science
& Mathematics departments. He
said this change provides him the
opportunity to work with more
students, college-wide.
“The thing I took pride in [as
internship coordinator] is that I
was able to cultivate one-on-one

relationships with the students
and that would lead to opportunities for them through internships
or job leads,” Joyce said.
CaSera Heining, senior radio
major, said Joyce was always available when she needed him when
located in the Radio Department,
acting as a mentor for her throughout her time at Columbia.
“He was always there, whether it
was finding an internship, an issue
I had with a current internship,
worried about finding an internship, or if something was unfair
in the department,” Heining said.
According to the most recent
official registration report for
Columbia’s Fall 2015 semester,
Joyce is now working with a group
that encompassed approximately
1,500 students in 2015 across four
departments, a drastic leap from
the 85 radio students he advised
last year.

The number of students in
Halperin’s allotted departments
was approximately 1,000 in
2015, as opposed to the 350 she
advised last year. Parsons’ departments had 960 in 2015, Lusztai
approximately 1,500, Sieren
approximately 1,750 and Butler
approximately 1,610, according
to the 2015 report. 2016’s official
enrollment report has not yet been
disclosed by the college.
Mackenzie O’Connor, junior
journalism major, said assistance

from her internship and career
advisor, Halperin, has remained
the same,except their form of communication is now different.
“Last year I would just go into
[Halperin’s] office if I had a
question...[This semester] I
have worked with Halperin
indirectly,” O’Connor said.
Joyce said he plans to properly serve his students and
departments, new and old.
According to Joyce, the
changes force advisers to

SEE INTERNSHIPS, PAGE 15

Internship and career advisers address
new positions, increased workload

» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
Columbia’s internship and career advisers will now be housed in the Career
Center and overseeing several majors and departments, according to Erik
Friedman, associate dean of Career Development and Industry Relations.
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GET TWICE AS MANY
EGGS IN YOUR BASKET.
1

Low fees can mean higher returns for you.
Start now at TIAA.org/results
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BANKING

RETIREMENT

BUILT TO PERFORM.
CREATED TO SERVE.
1

Our assumption of: $100K, with a 6% rate of return, over a 30-year time period, with fees at a constant (.52%), saves an investor $92,523.91 — versus paying fees at the mutual
fund industry average (1.25%). This is a hypothetical illustration. These returns are for illustrative purposes only and do not reflect actual (product) performance, which will fluctuate.
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC. TIAA-CREF products are subject to market and other risk factors. C32769

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 THE CHRONICLE 7
A TIAA__FALL PRINT_GET TWICE AS MANY EGGS_C__V_.
C M Y B

CAMPUS

Insurance benefits slashed
for non-union employees
to save Columbia approximately
$270,000 in 2017.
“The decision was not taken
without deep consideration to the
impact to our employees,” Birch
said in the statement. “We believed
reducing the benefit was the option
that would have the least impact,
while providing savings for 2017.”
Katharine Hamerton, associate
professor in the Humanities, History,
& Social Sciences Department, said
this was the first time she experienced benefits changes made without prior notice. She said she was
surprised and disappointed to hear
about the cuts.
Employees will also be provided
with options to purchase supplemental coverage in addition to the
basic coverage. Added services
include grief counseling for beneficiaries, last will and testament
preparation, and real estate preparation services, according to the email.

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER
FULL-TIME, NON-UNION EMPLOYEES

were notified of benefits cuts,
effective Oct. 1, reducing the payment to beneficiaries in the event
of an employee’s death, according
to a Sept. 12 email from Columbia’s
Human Resources Department.
The email—sent to employees
without prior notice—informed
employees Columbia will now pay
1.5x their annual income to their
beneficiaries as compared to the
3.5x it previously paid for.
According to a statement from
college spokeswoman Cara Birch,
the cuts were caused by rising
costs of employee benefits along
with low enrollment. In 2008,
Columbia spent an average of
$20,000 for each employee, and the
cost increased to $30,000 in 2016.
Birch said the cuts are expected

Hamerton said the added services do not make up for the cuts.
“I don’t think all the grief counseling in the world is going to replace
the loss of peace of mind that comes
with life insurance,” Hamerton said.
She added that insurance benefits have been good up to this point
and valuable to employees.
Linda Williams, payroll manager, says she sees the cuts as
beneficial to the college, and that
the new benefits packages are still
competitive with other schools.
“I talk to a lot of my friends and...
their benefits are not quite as good
as ours,” Williams said.
An email sent by Birch provided
a comparison between Columbia’s
life insurance benefits and other
Chicago-area schools. Columbia
will be joining DePaul and Loyola
University offering 1.5x annual
salary with a maximum of up to
$500,000. Roosevelt University
offers 1x annual salary up to a
maximum of $150,000.
According to Gregory FosterRice, associate professor in the
Photography Department and
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» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
Informational sessions were held the week of Sept. 19 for employees with questions
regarding life insurance benefits, announced in a Sept. 12 email.

Faculty Senate president, the
email left many employees with
questions, leading the Faculty
Senate’s executive committee to
request a meeting with administrators to address concerns.
Foster-Rice said most employees
had concerns about the impact of
these changes and whether more
cuts were planned for the future.
After a meeting held Sept. 19 with
Faculty Senate members and several top administrators, a second
email was sent Sept. 21 addressing
employee concerns and extending
information sessions’ dates.
“We received commitments
from the administration that the
benefits package and any further

adjustments are going to be a
point of discussion, rather than
something that gets implemented
without the faculty being aware
with adequate time to make
adjustments,” Foster-Rice said.
Hamerton said future cuts are
also a concern for her.
“This particular benefit has
been a promised component of our
compensation package for many
years and [it] looks like now the
administration has decided to
break that promise,” Hamerton
said. “If the administration is now
going to break promises like this,
what is up for grabs next?”
aportalatin@chroniclemail.com
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IT launches new network,
expands Wi-Fi across campus

» ERIN BROWN/CHRONICLE
Mark Las, director of infrastructure services in the Information Technology
Department, said the department doubled the number of access points in 22
campus buildings to improve internet connection.
» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO
CAMPUS EDITOR
AS OF THIS semester, students, faculty and staff no longer have to login
each time they connect to internet
on campus as part of multi-million dollar network improvements
launched by the Information
Technology Department.

The IT Department launched
a new wireless network Sept. 2,
including four networks: ones for
faculty and staff, students, guests
,and special events, according to
a Sept. 1 email sent by the infrastructure team to faculty and staff.
The IT Department also
increased the number of access
points—devices with antennas

that allow laptops and cellphones
to connect to wireless network—
from 250 to more than 600. This
equipment will provide a faster
network with better coverage for
the campus community, according
to the email.
“We’ve modernized the equipment [for the college],” said Mark
Las, the department’s director of
infrastructure services.
In a Sept. 22 email sent to The
Chronicle, college spokeswoman
Cara Birch said the network
upgrade cost $5.5 million.
Birch later confirmed the
expenditure remained within its
allocated budget.
As reported Nov. 16, 2015, by The
Chronicle, Byron Nash, associate
vice president of the department’s
Technology Services, discussed
in a Nov. 13, 2015, Faculty Senate
meeting modernizing the college’s
7–15 years-behind network.
In the past, if the internet in one
building went down, others would
be affected, Las said. But, the new
system uses a backup—if one goes
down, others continue to operate.

“The secondary [network keeps
it] functioning,” Las said.
Nash said Derrick D’Gama, the
late former director of network
infrastructure, began the upgrade
process more than a year ago.
The project—completed ahead
of schedule—used four vendors,
including Juniper, Lightower Fiber
Networks, Aruba and Netrix, which
provided the wire switches, fiber,
wireless services and network

design and installation respectively, according to Nash.
Nash encouraged vendors to
finish early after receiving complaints from faculty, staff and students regarding speed and design.
“My main goal was to make this
new network available for students
when they returned [for the Fall
2016 Semester],” Nash said.
Sophomore photography major
Audrey Reinhardt said she did
not have issues with the previous
campus network.
“It was always working, and it
was pretty fast,” Reinhardt said.
Reinhardt said she had more
issues connecting to the new
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network during the first few weeks
of school, but it became quicker.
Junior cinema art + science
major Gabriel Barrios-Loomis
said he likes that he now only has
to log in once a semester to connect
to the network.
“The fact that it does remember
[my devices]makes it a lot more
accessible and makes it a welcome
change,” Barrios-Loomis said.
Barrios-Loomis had similar
trouble connecting to Wi-Fi at
the beginning of the semester but
no longer does. He added that, in
the past, he would notice periods
in the middle of the day when the
connection was weaker.
Las said the revamp was necessary for students, faculty and
staff because Columbia reached a
point where the network needed a
replacement.
“We recognize [that] we have to
have the best technology,” Las said.
“Columbia needs to be running as
best as it can. Our responsibility
[is] to deliver that.”
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» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER
DEPARTMENT BUDGET CUTS caused

reductions to staff and cuts to
student services in the Television,
Art & Art History, Design and
Photography departments.
According to Sharon Ross,
interim chair of the Television
Department, the budget reductions were caused by the college’s
declining enrollment.
Ross said between 1.5 and 3
percent of the overall Television
Department budget was cut. The
amount is less than in previous
years, she said, but she’s bracing
for more cuts in the future.
To compensate for the budget
cuts, Ross said, the department
laid off one staff member and
relocated equipment and editing services. The Television
Department previously housed

broadcast journalism equipment
in its equipment cage, but because
of the change in staff, the equipment was moved to the library’s
fifth floor equipment center. Ross
added the amount of equipment
available— 10 camera kits and
lighting equipment— was not
changed during the cuts.
Ross said this move is beneficial because the library is open
seven days a week and opens
earlier than the equipment center, improving its availability to
broadcast journalism students.
“[Students] can have a day
where a story might break, things
have to happen, and the library is
open,” Ross said.
The cuts also resulted in
editing labs being converted
into classrooms in the 600 S.
Michigan Ave. Building, including rooms 1401 and 1409. To
use the labs, students now must

» GABRIEL DE LA MORA/CHRONICLE

make a reservation through the
equipment cage, located on the
13th floor of that building.
Television students will also be
able to use journalism and cinema
art + science labs for their work,
Ross said. The journalism lab is

located in room 212 in the 33 E.
Congress Parkway Building, and
the cinema arts + science lab is
located in room 619 in the 1104
S. Wabash Ave. Building.
According to Ross, Dean of
Graduate Studies Constantin
Rasinariu came up with the idea
for all School of Media Arts chairs
to decide what could be cut from
the budget collectively.
Ross added that the departments were all very proactive
with helping each other out.
John Upchurch, the director of
Instructional Technology for the
School of Fine & Performing Arts,
said department staff cuts over
the summer led to hours being cut
from student work labs.
As reported June 6 by The
Chronicle, more than 15 staff
members were notified that their
positions were eliminated on May
31 due to budget constraints. Staff
members were laid off from the
Design, Art & Art History and
Television departments.
Design, fashion studies, and
art and art history students now

have access to the photography
digital lab located on the 10th
floor of 600 S. Michigan Ave. in
response to the labs being closed
on Saturdays.
Both Matthew Shenoda, Art &
Art History interim chair, and
Peter Fitzpatrick, Photography
Department chair, said there
were no budget cuts and declined
further comment.
Upchurch said these cuts can
have a positive outcome over time
because they force departments
to think about how to support
students efficiently.
Senior Vice President and
Provost Stan Wearden acknowledged cuts made “across the
board” due to low enrollment
and said it is unlikely that a
department was spared from
cuts. According to Wearden,
Columbia has approximately
8,120 students, significantly
lower than last fall.
“[Everyone] is working
day in and day out to turn the
enrollment situation around,”
Wearden said.

SEE BUDGET, PAGE 15

Students’ services affected
by department cuts
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Power-packed ensemble to perform at Dance Center
» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER
A MULTIMEDIA DANCE production
about over-the-hill superheroes creating a “think tank for
do-gooders” will be featured at
Columbia’s Dance Center Sept.
29–Oct. 1.
Chicago-based dance and
theater company Lucky Plush
Productions created “Trip the
Light Fantastic: The Making of
SuperStrip,” which premiered
at Chicago’s Harris Theatre on
March 3. After attending the premiere, Bonnie Brooks, associate
professor in the Dance Department
and director of The Dance Center,
1306 S. Michigan Ave., invited the
company to perform its show at
the college.
“I felt [“SuperStrip”] was a
really fantastic project to bring
to our stage and make available
to our immediate community,”
Brooks said.

» Courtesy KIM GOLDMAN
“Trip the Light Fantastic: The Making of SuperStrip,” Columbia’s Dance Center’s
upcoming show, is the most visually technical work Chicago-based Lucky Plush
Productions has ever done, according to ensemble member Meghann Wilkinson.

A discussion session for audience members and the ensemble
will follow the first showing on
Thursday night.
“[The work done by Lucky
Plush], in a lot of ways, exemplifies what we are trying to do
here at Columbia, in terms of the
performing art, collaborative
initiatives and cross disciplinary
initiatives,” Brooks said.

Inspiration for the performance
derives from graphic novels and
comic books, according to Julia
Rhoads, creator of “SuperStrip”
and founder of Lucky Plush
Productions. These elements not
only inspire the superhero characters but also the displays used
on the stage, she said.
One of the unique elements of
visual art in the show is the use

of “connect cameras,” according to Rhoads, referring to the
cameras that capture cast members’ movements in real time
and amplify those movements
through projection to create the
superpower effects.
“In our work, we’re using so
many different vocabularies,”
Rhoads said. “We use dance, dialogue, song and visual design. For
me, it’s all about [servicing] the
logic of the content of the show.”
Projectors are also used to illuminate movable walls on stage to
emulate the appearance of comic
strips, she said.
In the past, several Lucky
Plush Production shows featured fewer visual elements, but
“SuperStrip” was designed to be
more picturesque because it is
typically shown in large theaters,
according to ensemble member
Meghann Wilkinson.
Improvisation is another element that separates “SuperStrip”

from other performances. Lucky
Plush’s productions often express
a feeling of spontaneity that allows
viewers to understand members
of the ensemble as individuals,
Rhoads said.
“We are allowed to have a
human experience on the stage,
so some of our speaking is off the
cuff,” Wilkinson said. “If something happens, we are encouraged
to name that aloud or interact
with it.”
The Dance Center, which seats
268, will be one of the smaller
venues in which “SuperStrip”
is performed, but the intimate
space offers the opportunity for
students to be close to the video
work, she said.
“I always like it when I can see
people in the audience,” Wilkinson
said. “A space like the Dance
Center is amazing to perform in
because, the way the seating is in
relation to the stage, you have an
intimate feel between the audience
and the performers.”
ccarynski@chroniclemail.com
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FEATURED PHOTO
Sakyrah Morris, freshman audio arts & acoustics major, was the first performer at the Student Programming Board’s first Big Mouth of the year, held at the Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wasbash Ave., on Sept. 22.
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Wearden said he also thinks the cuts
are giving Columbia the opportunity to be
more efficient with its resources.
“Given that all of the revenues come from
students’ tuition dollars, we really do have
an obligation to spend their money as efficient as possible even if we have a lot of
it,”Wearden said.
Although Ross, Upchurch and Wearden
all see positive effects of the budget cuts,
some students are wary.
Erin Motyl, a junior photography
major, recalled cuts to the Photography
Department last semester that resulted
in students paying for their own printing
paper and making appointments to use
the printers. She said continuous cuts take
away resources from students.
“It’s a little unfair because we pay these
fees for the classes, and probably most of it
goes to the department, but if it’s not, then
where is that going?” Motyl said.
Treavon Walker, a senior journalism
major, said he was not surprised by the
cuts, but he does think they are unnecessary. Walker added that Columbia’s latest
round of cuts makes him question whether
the school is really interested in what the
Columbia community wants.
“It makes me feel like [Columbia] officials are tailoring to what they think is
right, and they aren’t listening to students,”
Walker said.
Wearden said Columbia usually gets a
strong sense of students enrollment numbers during the summer. Using the trend
of enrollment from the past five-to 10-year
period, the college makes an estimate of
enrollment numbers and bases budgets
on that estimate.
When it became clear enrollment was
going to be lower than expected and cuts
had to be made, Wearden asked department deans to make cuts in a way that
would protect the learning experience.
“I realized that it wasn’t always going
to be possible to completely protect the
student learning experience but what I
asked is that they make cuts in a certain
way that protect [it] as much as possible,”
Wearden said.
Walker added that if the college wants
to make budget cuts, laying off staff should
be discouraged and Columbia should focus
more on creating a sense of community.
“If [the budget cuts] keep going, the
enrollment rate is just going to go down,”
Walker said. “What makes Columbia what
it is, not just the students, it’s the instructors. They create the environment for us
to make it feel like something productive
is being done.”

I

manage their time. Meetings that might
have ran an hour or longer in the past may
be shortened to 10–15 minutes.
“With more students coming our way,
some people might think, ‘Oh, there’s not
too much time in the day,’ but I’m always
going to find time and my cohorts feel the
same way,” Joyce said. “We’re going to make
sure that every student is taken care of.”
It is the advisers’ responsibility to learn
about their new departments and their
needs to help all students, Friedman said.
“Being knowledgeable on more than one
department is advantageous,” Friedman
said, adding that if an adviser is struggling
to provide the right services, they have a
team at the Career Center to help them.
Friedman said he is open to hiring more
advisers if needed.
“This is our first semester,” Friedman
said. “We’ll see how it goes and if we need
to change things along the way, we’re OK
with that.”
Jo-Nell Sieren, internship and career
adviser for the Photography, Design,
Interactive Arts & Media and Art & Art
History departments, said she is happy
with her new position after coming from
the photography department, where there
was not a large internship program.
“I saw a need for guidance in students putting their portfolio together, their resume,
the interview process, actually having
internships [and] relevant experience to
get the career they want,” Sieren said.
Columbia Works, powered by Handshake,
is a more convenient way for students to
set up appointments, said Friedman.
Appointments are still accepted via email
or walk-in, depending on the adviser.
Columbia’s goal is providing internships
to all students, according to Senior Vice
President and Provost Stan Wearden, who
announced the goal during this year’s
Staff and Faculty Convocation Sept. 16, as
reported Sept. 19 by The Chronicle.
Joyce added that with the new Career
Center, the college is on track for meeting
that goal.
“We want [students] to be really strong
candidates and to feel empowered and to
feel like they can do whatever they want. I
think by being together as a team, this has
really helped that process,” Joyce said.
Heining said Columbia should have left
advisers in their respected departments
in order to maintain a good relationship
between them and their students.
“I can’t just walk into [my adviser’s] office, I
[now] have to call him or email him, wait for
a response,” Heining said. “All that delayed
time could delay me from something great.”

I
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Famous artist shows craft at downtown art store » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE

Chicago welcomes ‘Hamilton’
creator to theater family

‘Hamilton’ creator, Lin-Manuel Miranda,
talked about his writing and applauded
Chicago’s theater scene in a conversation
with Chicago Tribune theater critic Chris
Jones at the Lyric Opera House Sept. 23.
» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
SHEDDING HIS SNEAKERS because “I tell the
truth more with my shoes off,” Lin-Manuel Miranda walked onstage at the Lyric
Opera House, 20 N. Wacker Drive, for a
conversation with The Chicago Tribune’s
Chris Jones as a packed house roared with
adulation for the charismatic playwright
and actor.
His Sept. 23 appearance at the opera
house kicked off the Chicago Humanities
Festival season and filled the iconic theater.
The conversation with theater critic
Jones discussed Miranda’s “little show
‘Hamilton,’” which opens in Chicago
Sept. 27 at the PrivateBank Theatre, 18
W. Monroe St. Miranda called Chicago the
best theater city and said he will be on hand
for the opening performance.
The conversation highlighted Miranda’s
theatrical success, what goes on in his
creative mind that never sleeps and
“Hamilton,” which won 11 Tony Awards
and a Pulitzer Prize for Best Drama.
“This event sold out in 10 minutes flat,
and it’s just two guys—really one guy with
a microphone—and yet here everybody is,”
Jones said as the conversation’s icebreaker.
Miranda had barely taken a breath to
respond when the crowd burst into cheers,
as it would many times that night.
“The moment I realized this thing was a
musical was towards the end of the second
chapter [of Ron Chernow’s autobiography

of Alexander Hamilton] where he boasts
one of the first writings we ever had from
Hamilton [at] about 14 years old,” said
Miranda, paraphrasing Hamilton’s essay,
which was about his determination to be
a success and the hardship of being an
immigrant orphan.
“He is broken, he is from nowhere, and
the only way to rise when you are in that
position is through military glory, but
showing intense smarts and cynicism
about where he is,” he said.
Miranda said the musical drives home
the lesson about who survives you, regardless of how you live your life. Hamilton’s
story was survived through his writings
and the efforts of his wife, Eliza Schuyler,
who opened the first private orphanage in
New York in honor of Hamilton.
“You could have done incredible things
in your life and career, but if those who
survive you don’t tell your story, then it’s
like it never happened,” he said.
Miranda is taking a break from the
musical and passed the lead role to other
actors like Miguel Cervantes for Chicago’s
“Hamilton” and Javier Muñoz, who took
over for Miranda in New York after he left
July 9.
In usual Miranda fashion, his hands
and mind are busy working on new projects. He is working on the “Hamilton
Mixtape,” which will feature remixes of
the show songs with notable hip-hop artists like Chicago’s own Chance the Rapper,
Usher, Busta Rhymes and Sia. He is also

writing the music for Disney animated film
“Moana” and produced BPS’ “Hamilton
America,” premiering Oct. 21. Miranda said
he is not through playing the title character.
“‘Hamilton’ is a 14-course meal, so I don’t
think I am done with the role,” he said with
a grin, to which the crowd cheered.
When Jones asked how many audience
members had tickets to see “Hamilton”
in Chicago, all hands went up. That is no
surprise for a show that sold out in New
York for more than a year with standard
and premium tickets costing $139‑$549,
according to the musical’s website.
In Chicago, it is not much different. The
show, produced by Broadway in Chicago, is
mostly sold out until January 2017, and one
ticket is selling for more than $400, according to Ticketmaster. Because of the overwhelming demand, producers of the show
added six more months of performances
through Sept. 17, 2017. Tickets will go on
sale when the musical opens, according to
a Sept. 22 Chicago Tribune article.
Miranda, a born and raised New Yorker
who also is Puerto Rican, said visiting
Chicago’s Puerto Rican neighborhood
Humboldt Park was a highlight of his trip.
While imitating his father, Miranda said
Puerto Ricans in Chicago did what Puerto
Ricans in New York never managed to do—
claim a portion of the city as theirs and not
let others take it away.
“It’s very weird to come to a place you’ve
never been to and feel instantly at home,”
he said.

Miranda’s fans came from near and far
hear him speak. Some drove six hours, like
Emily Miels, who came from Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, with her friend. Meils, who is
an entertainment reporter in Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, is seeing “Hamilton” Nov. 13.
“I love hearing about the process behind
creative projects, and he is an incredibly
passionate and creative person, so that’s
always inspiring to hear how their brain
works,” Miels said.
Rami Kablawi, a freshman at the
University of Chicago who attended the
event, said seeing Miranda speak honestly
about his work was influential.
“[Miranda] is one of the most amazing
minds doing art right now—it is crazy to
be in a room with somebody like that,”
Kablawi said, who is seeing “Hamilton”
in Chicago in December.
Known for his freestyle raps, Miranda
did not disappoint. With Jones’ help, the
two did a Chicago-themed freestyle to close
out the night.
Miranda made sure to give advice to
aspiring artists—especially those who
are “advised to get a ‘real job, and do your
writing on the side,’” as Jones said.
“That’s good advice in that it’s practical,”
said Miranda, who earlier told the crowd
his first job was at McDonald’s.
“Cover your nut—get health insurance,”
he said. “But at the same time, do what you
love and don’t let anyone stop you.”
aparrella@chroniclemail.com
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» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

Popular Viners move
beyond 6 seconds

K

nown for their six-second videos of varying hilarity, Viners
Brandon Calvillo and Jason Nash
have teamed up to make a straight-toiTunes movie about, you guessed it, Vine.
The movie, titled "FML," will
be released on iTunes Oct. 11.
The film was written by, directed
by and stars Nash and focuses on a
40-year-old man named Sam who
enlists the help of his teenaged friend
Henry—played by Calvillo—to gain
more followers on a Vine-like app. The
two decide to take a roadtrip to collaborate on videos with people with more
followers than them, such as character
Mike $wagg, played by Bart Baker.
Nash and Calvillo are joined by other
popular Viners, including Manon
Matthews, Ry Doon, Jessica Serfaty and
Cody Johns, as well as former "Cougar
Town" cast member Busy Philipps.
Though the movie is basically
an exaggerated adaptation of the
cast members' lives, they should be
commended for pushing themselves
outside of their six-second comfort
zones. These Viners-turned-actors
are using the internet fame they have
amassed to break into a new field.
With a high follower counts—Calvillo
has 6.4 million followers and Nash
has 2.7 million—they definitely have
the opportunity to make it big.
Nash is not the first Viner to expand
on his popularity by breaking into
film. Cameron Dallas, a Viner with
9.6 million followers, starred in the
2014 movie "Expelled" that was marginally well received with a 5 out of
10 rating on IMDb. Viner Christian
DelGrosso, 7.8 million followers,
had a secondary role in the movie
"Mono" that was released July 8.
Revealed at this year's VidCon, a
convention for online-video stars and
their fans, in June along with Vine's
new extended-video option was a
movie titled "Camp Unplug," which was
posted in segments on a Vine account
of the same name. "Camp Unplug" was
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written, directed and starred in primarily by popular Viners, including
Aaron Chewning, Chris Melberger,
Cody Ko, Mielmonster, Dope Island
and meechonmars. Melberger and
Chewning, two of the writers, have 1.6
and 1.3 million followers, respectively.
Though none of these movies are
especially deep or sophisticated,
Viners cannot be faulted for trying to
break into film. These social media
stars are taking advantage of the
brands they built for themselves
and proved to be successful to try
and gain a different type of fame.
Nash is attempting to cash in on
his reputation of an old guy on Vine
who mainly hangs out and makes
videos with young people, like Calvillo,
and he shouldn't be faulted for it.
"FML" could be a complete disaster,
but it should be given a chance before
being written off. These Viners have
worked, some for years, to gain the
followings they have. If they can
successfully move into an industry
like film, they should be applauded.
Having to be funny in a full-length
film versus a six-second video are two
very different things, each with their
own challengers. It will be revealed
in October if Nash and Calvillo have
a future in movies, or if they should
stick with doing what they are used
to in order to make people laugh.
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FROM THE FRONT ROW

Brooks Nielsen, lead singer
of the beach goth band The
Growlers, played a sold-out
show at Thalia Hall, 1807 S.
Allport St., on Sept. 21.

» WESLEY HEROLD/CHRONICLE
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New exhibit to
blast off at MSI
» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

an exhibit
on the history and future of flight
and space travel, will join the
Museum of Science and Industry,
5700 S. Lake Shore Drive, Oct. 4–
Jan. 8, 2017.
The exhibit, presented by aircraft manufacturing giant Boeing
for its 100th anniversary, previously made stops in eight other
cities around the world, including
London, St. Louis and Charleston,
South Carolina.
“Above and Beyond” focuses
on interactive elements such as
flight and space elevator simulations, according to a Sept. 8 press
release from the museum.
“It’s always important for MSI
to have a lot of hands-on physical

“ABOVE AND BEYOND,”

experiences in our exhibitions,”
said Jeff Buonomo, manager of
special exhibitions at the museum.
“That’s the nature and core of MSI.
If it was all touch screens, then
that’s something you could do in
your living room.”
For the exhibit’s Chicago
stop, Boeing—headquartered
in Chicago at 100 N. Riverside
Plaza—commissioned a glass
mosaic from After School Matters,
an organization that offers afterschool and summer programs for
teens in the Chicago area.
“The mosaic [represents]
the past, present and future of
Boeing,” Marlil Razo, manager of
corporate giving at After School
Matters said. “[It] includes an
older model airplane with the
Chicago skyline and a large
Boeing 737 plane.”

“Above and Beyond” mainly
targets students in the 7–14 age
range but will have something
to offer everyone who visits,
McMullin said.
“[The exhibit] is about a wellrounded experience in terms of
exciting imaginations and exciting the possibilities within this
next generation of aerospace
visionaries,” McMullin said.
Buonomo said the focus of the
exhibit is not purely hands-on, but
also has opportunities to teach
» Courtesy EVERGREEN EXHIBITIONS
the science behind flight.
“Above and Beyond” opens Oct. 4 at Museum of Science and Industry, 5700 S.
“There’s a lot of hard science,”
Lake Shore Drive, and shows the history and future of flight.
Buonomo said. “The exhibition’s
The mosaic was created as part
“The general public would not been organized into several secof one of the organization’s sum- know [the exhibit] was specifi- tions—faster, farther and smarter—
mer programs, according to Razo. cally tied to Boeing’s anniversary,” [that display] the 100-year history
MSI added a B&W Seaplane—or Buonomo said.
of aerospace.”
Boeing Model 1—for the Chicago
According to Jenna McMullin,
Buonomo added that the exhibit
exhibit, which was Boeing’s first communications director of tries to personalize the scientists
product, according to Buonomo.
Boeing’s centennial anniversary, in the aerospace field.
Though Boeing commissioned the exhibit features sections that
“[‘Above and Beyond’ puts] faces
“Above and Beyond,” Buonomo Evergreen Exhibitions and Boeing to names,” he said. “It’s not just
said MSI, Boeing and Evergreen collaborated with NASA, the men in white lab coats working.
Exhibitions, which developed the Smithsonian Institution and the [They are] everyday people.”
exhibit, have tried to avoid making National Air and Space Museum
it a commercial for Boeing.
to produce.
jsadowski@chroniclemail.com
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Young Adult fiction gets its
own coming-of-age story
Story by Brooke Pawling Stennett

S

andie Angulo Chen is not the reader
who comes to mind when literary
critics dismiss young adult fiction
as childish or second rate. A graduate of
Columbia University, 40-year-old Chen has
been a professional writer and film critic
since 1998 at publications like Entertainment
Weekly and Common Sense Media.
When Chen is not writing or taking care
of her three children, she and her sister run
a website called TeenLitRocks.com, a site
that celebrates YA through reviews.
As an advocate for YA, Chen argues it
can hold its own against even the most compelling and complex fiction published today.
“I consider myself incredibly well read,”
Chen said. “There are YA books that have
more complicated plots and deep substance
themes than in mass paperback fiction or
what some call women’s fiction.”
The YA category is recognized with
National Book Award and dominates the
New York Times Best Sellers list. It has
extended its readership beyond its initial
12–18 age range including adults in their 30s
who flock to the section in the bookstore.
Nielsen Numbers, a global information and
measurement company, reported 80 percent
of YA novels in 2015 were purchased by
adults outside the targeted age range.
YA is everywhere: in college classes,
including Columbia’s YA workshop taught
by adjunct Creative Writing professor Laurie

Design by James Tsitiridis

Lawlor; in book groups frequented by women
in their 30s and 40s; in movies ranging from
2005’s “Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants” to
2012’s blockbuster hit “The Hunger Games;”
and in literary festivals and conventions held
across the country.
The category offers much more than
fantasy, dystopia or coming-of-age sagas.
Benjamin Alire Saenz’s “Artistotle and
Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe,”
a story dealing with sexuality and MexicanAmerican identity, won the prestigious
Michael L. Printz award for young adult
literary excellence in 2014. In 2015, “I’ll Give
You The Sun,” written about the universal
theme of losing a parent, took the title.
The category has come a long way from
what most experts agree was the first YA
novel— “Seventeenth Summer” by Maureen
Daly. Released in 1942, it tells the story of
two teens from Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, who
manage to fall in love, share a first kiss and
steal hearts of young readers everywhere.
Over the next 60 years, classics like S.E.
Hinton’s “The Outsiders” (1967) and Paul
Zindel’s “My Darling, My Hamburger”
(1969)—which confronts teen sexuality
and abortion—emerged, mirroring a teen’s
reality. Soon after, the Young Adult Library
Services Association coined the term by
which the category is known.
According to Michael Cart, former
YALSA president, the first “golden age” of

“Some people think [adults read
YA] because [they are] yearning
for nostalgia.”

		

— Laurie Lawlor
Adjunct Creative
Writing professor

YA began in the 1960s. A highlight was “The
Chocolate War,” written by Robert Cormier
in 1974 and now considered a classic for its
depiction of the desperate need to conform
in grade school. “Go Ask Alice,” penned
in 1971 by Anonymous, tells the story of a
young girl’s promiscuity and is still controversial and banned in some libraries today.
These books gained a following, but it
wasn’t until fantasy hit the bookshelves in
the 2000s that YA’s crossover to an older
audience began.
The “Harry Potter” series by J.K. Rowling
became a milestone in YA fiction because a
generation of young readers followed Harry
and his friends from childhood to young
adulthood, and their parents joined them.
As Harry, Hermione and Ron grew older,
the content of the books became darker,
introducing grittier lessons.
Harry Potter was no longer worried about
trolls but scared of death and destruction.
Lawlor, who has been teaching the YA
workshop at Columbia since 1995, said the
series was the breakthrough that allowed
the fantasy genre to be readily accepted
by all ages.
She has a theory about why fantasy books
like “Harry Potter” have such broad appeal.
“Some people think [adults read YA]
because [they are] yearning for nostalgia,”
Lawlor said. Or, perhaps, they are looking
for a story that will move faster in terms of
plot lines, she added.
Another difference between adult fiction
and YA isn’t the depth or complexity, but
the speed of plot, said YA author Elaine
Fraser in a Feb. 9, 2015, interview with
TheArtofWriting.com. Adult fiction novels
unfold more slowly, whereas YA is remaining faster paced.
Sarah Hill, current YALSA president, said
she doesn’t think reading YA says anything
about an adult’s maturity.
“[‘I’ll Give You The Sun’] goes against
the idea that [YA] is simplistic, easy and
not challenging,” Lawlor said.
As an older reader, Chen is aware of the
stigma attached to reading YA. Chen said she
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“To cut yourself off from a kind of
literature because you think it’s for
14-and 15-year-olds is to limit your
experience of great books.”
— Sandie Angulo Chen
Creator of TeenLitRocks.com

finds the disdain for YA hard to understand
when its competition on the bestseller list are
books like the erotica trilogy “Fifty Shades
of Grey,” by E.L. James.
The “Fifty Shades” series was originally
a fan fiction based on Stephenie Meyer’s YA
fantasy novel “Twilight,” Chen noted. She
added that compared to James, Meyer might
as well be a Pulitzer Prize winner.
In fact, “Fifty Shades of Grey” is the
antithesis of YA for two reasons—it has
explicitly sexual content, something not
found in YA, and its protagonists are young
adults rather teens.
Those who believe YA is inferior to adult
fiction single out John Green, author of “The
Fault in Our Stars,” for criticism.
“I thought ‘Hmm, that’s a nicely written
book for 13-year-olds.’ If I’m being honest,
it also left me saying ‘Oh, brother’ out loud
more than once,” wrote journalist Ruth
Graham in a June 6, 2014 article.
Slate article entitled “Against
YA: Adults should be
embarrassed to read
children’s books.”
Graham’s piece
encapsulates all the
arguments against
YA but proved the
category had come
of age when dozens
of readers came to
defend the category’s
literary merit.
A common response
to Graham’s article was
one Alyssa Rosenber
wrote in a June 6,
- T E E NS 2014, article on the

Washington Post, saying Graham’s narrow
view of YA was odd, considering it is “a vast
and varied category that includes books in
multiple genres.”
Not all college students are fans, however.
Makenzie Beyer, sophomore creative writing
major at Columbia, argued that Green, for
example, tends to write predictable characters, including the “entertaining” female
and “gawky” male.
“With younger kids, it’s easy to get
involved in [the romantic story lines of YA],”
Beyer said. “When you’re a child, that’s
appealing to you.”
While dystopian books like “The Hunger
Games” aren’t meant to be realistic, they
don’t engage readers on the same level as
science fiction like Ray Bradbury’s 1953
novel “Fahrenheit 451” might, according
to Beyer, who added that there needs to be
a balance between reading YA and fiction.
While YA stories of dystopia’s get all the
attention, others contend the category stays
true to real life experiences.
Becky Albertalli, YA author of “Simon
vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda,” still finds
herself writing with nostalgia for her past
teen self in mind at age 33.
“I hear from adults who say [my book]
reminds them of when they were in high
school,” Albertalli said. “I write for teenagers, but I love when adults pick up the book.”
Although some YA books are page-turners, not all are, she said. Some are complex
works of literature.
“A good book is a good book,” Hill said.
“It doesn’t matter who the publisher had in
mind when they decided to designate it YA.”
More and more YA books are published
for the simple reason of being able to sell.

According to the Association of
American Publishers, the Children’s
and YA category made $320.5 million
in the first quarter of book revenue
in 2016. Prominent publishing companies such as Simon & Schuster,
HarperCollins, and Penguin Random
House, all contribute to that number.
“I don’t care if [YA] has literary
merit—it sells,” said Paul S. Levine,
publishing attorney and head of his
Venice, California, literary agency.
YA’s popularity is responsible for a
cottage industry, providing instruction
for authors who want to move into this
category and showcasing new authors.
Local YA author Ted Goeglein created
the annual Young Adult Book Festival
in Chicago in 2015 with help from
Suzy Takacs, owner of The Book
Cellar, 4736 N. Lincoln Ave.
The second annual festival was
held April 23 and featured prominent YA authors like Sabaa Tahir, a
former international desk copy editor at The Washington Post, as guest
speakers and moderators.
“[YA] authors are very collegial and
supportive [of each other],” Takacs said.
Chicago’s YA scene has grown,
according to Takacs. The Book Cellar,
which frequently hosts the Forever Young
Adult book group, was forced to expand its
YA section and separate it from the children’s section as more books were released
and requested by readers.
Despite the growing fan base, readers like
Chen still face judgment from critics who
think the genre is all romantic storylines,
and she is too old to read them.
“Maybe they are cultural snobs [who]
think everyone should only be reading
[Tony] Koltz and Jennifer Eagan,” Chen
said. “Guess what? I read them too.”
Nostalgia, diverse characters and literary
excellence are all reasons why adult readers
pick up YA novels, and ultimately, why they
willingly put themselves in the crossfire.
“To cut yourself off from a kind of literature because you think it’s for 14-and
15-year-olds only is to limit your experience
of great books,” Chen said. “Why say to
an adult ‘You can’t read an award winning
book?’ Whether it’s for children or for adolescents—it shouldn’t matter.”
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com
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audiofile The Mowgli’s wonder Where’d Your Weekend Go?

were creating the set list for [Where’d Your
Weekend Go?], it was almost as if we had to
take some of the new songs out and add old
nown for its laid-back, feel-good songs in, just so it was not a set of brand new
music, indie band The Mowgli’s, is songs that no one knows. Playing new songs
embarking on a headlining tour to to a crowd before the record comes out is a
promote its fourth studio album, Where’d little more risky than doing it after because
Your Weekend Go?, to be released Sept. 30. no one has heard the songs and cannot sing
Formed in 2010, the six-piece indie band along. I think everyone is ready for new music,
gained national recognition after breaking and [the show] will be high energy—lots of
into the music scene with “San Francisco” excitement and smiling.
from their 2013 album Waiting For The
Dawn. Frequently hailed for its positive How do you feel about playing at an
messages and upbeat concert shows, the iconic venue in Chicago?
band released the track “Room for All of We love Chicago. To be attached to a venue
Us,” in support of the refugee relief orga- like the Double Door feels good. There [are]
nization International Rescue Committee times in our lives when we question what we
in 2015.
are doing and wonder if we are successful
The California-based band will make or [should] be doing something differently.
a stop at the Double Door, 1551 N. Damen It’s [the] little things that remind us we are
Ave., Sept. 28 with opening performances doing something right and to keep on the
by Colony House and Dreamers.
[same] path.
The Chronicle spoke with the band’s
guitarist and vocalist, Josh Hogan, about What is the story behind the title
the new record, iconic venues the band has Where’d Your Weekend Go?
played at and future plans.
[“Where did your weekend go?”] is a lyric
in one of our songs, and it embodies this
THE CHRONICLE: How do you expect feeling of questioning everything. “Where
the crowd to react to the new songs?
did your weekend go?” is a universal phrase
JOSH HOGAN: We have been very excited for everyone no matter what you do or who
to play these new songs. It’s funny—when we you are.

California band The Mowgli’s is set to perform at the
Double Door, 1551 N. Damen Ave., on Sept. 28 just
before the release of its fourth studio album.

» BROOKE PAWLING STENNETT
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

K

» Courtesy VANESSA LOVETT

Did you feel pressure to keep up the
momentum of past singles?
I can’t say there was any pressure whatsoever
going into this record. The whole process
was pretty laid back. Each album has been
different. With our first album, [Sound The
Drum], we had all the time in the world to
curate that record, while with our third
album, [Kids in Love], we had a small amount
of time. When it came time to either make a
new album or keep touring the second album,
we were ready. We had written a lot of songs

on the road. Going in [to the studio] with Mike
Green being so chill—it added to the fact that
there was no pressure.
What’s next for the band?
The Mowgli’s career will last a long time.
We’re trying to look at it one thing at a time.
Our single “Bad Thing” is going out to radio
stations, and we have the tour, and then the
album. Beyond that, anything is possible.
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com

Say What? Nonsensical songs Staff

“Benihana”
“Choppa”
“Bando”
“Lemonade”
“$ave That Money”

Young Jeezy
Danny Brown
Migos
Gucci Mane
Lil Dicky

“Blitzkrieg Bop”
“Walking the Dog”
“Machu Picchu”
“Alphabet Aerobics”
“Family Reunion”
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Ramones
The Rolling Stones
The Strokes
Blackalicious
Blink-182

“Vertigo”

U2

“Droogs”

“Dinosaur”

Kesha

“Puka Shell Necklace”

“Shake Señora”

Pitbull

“Back Pocket”

“Facts”
“Peacock”

Playlist

Kanye West
Katy Perry

“Futura Tree”

NxWorries
Walter TV
Vulfpeck
Frank Ocean

“III. Zealots of Stockholm” Childish Gambino
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Harvest Fest to create
cornucopia of community

Proceeds from Harvest Fest
will benefit Pilot Light, an organization that teaches children
about different sources of food
and cooking while relating it to
the Common Core curriculum.
“[Harvest Fest] is bringing
together folks in Chicago who
are devoted to our city and its food
history,” said Alexandra DeSorboQuinn, executive director of Pilot

Fest] is about fun and camaraderie and something great for our
community, but at the end of the
day, it’s going to contribute money
to a much larger and much more
important cause.”
» JONATHON SADOWSKI
Green St., will showcase its pulled
Kahan said he had hoped to host
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
pork sandwich and Mexican-style
an event like Harvest Fest for sevcorn, among other menu seleceral years, and Izard was the one
FULTON MARKET’S FIRST-EVER Har- tions, according to pit master
who pulled the festival together.
vest Fest will bring the autumn Brad Hudetz.
Among the companies sponsorspirit to the West Loop while
ing the festival are Google, Goose
fundraising for a local charity.
Ketel One and KitchenAid.
It’s about everyone in the West Loop—all Island,
The festival, which debuts
KitchenAid is hosting cooking
Oct. 2 and is organized by local
the great restaurants, all the people who demonstrations by local chefs
chefs Paul Kahan and Stephanie
including Kahan and Izard.
work so hard.
Izard, will showcase a long rosAlthough Harvest Fest is
PAUL KAHAN organized by Kahan and Izard,
ter of restaurants in the Fulton
Market area for an afternoon full
“I look forward to networking Light. She said she views Harvest Kahan stressed the event is
of beer, local cuisine, live music with some of the other chefs and Fest as an extension of Pilot Light’s community-centric.
and cooking demonstrations.
seeing what they bring to the table,” mission to bring food education to
“It was important for [Izard
“[Harvest Fest focuses] on the Hudetz said. “It should be a great the masses and teaching children and me] that it wasn’t our festiabout healthy eating.
high quality of food in the Fulton foodies event.”
val,” Kahan said. “[Harvest Fest
Kahan, who is also one of the is] about everyone in the West
Market area,” Kahan said. “We
Hudetz said Chicago’s chef comwanted to have mainly a culi- munity is tightly knit, especially founding members of Pilot Light, Loop—all the great restaurants, all
nary-driven event that, hopefully, in the West Loop, so he views said it is important for Harvest the people who work so hard. We
will be part of the identity of the Harvest Fest as an opportunity to Fest to benefit the organization.
thought it was a great opportunity
“[Pilot Light] is about our city, to bring everyone together.”
West Loop.”
support his fellow Fulton Market
Barbecue restaurant Green chefs and showcase the food of our country and children of the
future,” Kahan said. “[Harvest
Street Smoked Meats, 112 N. the area.
jsadowski@chroniclemail.com

» Courtesy DEREK RICHMOND
Chef Paul Kahan said he and fellow
Chicago chef Stephanie Izard planned
Harvest Fest to bring West Loop residents and businesses together.
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was the subject of a show in the
gallery last year.
According to Robert Cozzolino,
the curator of paintings at the
Minneapolis Institute of Art,
Midwestern cities’ art communities, unlike those of New York and
Los Angeles, are often overlooked.
Cozzolino is an author on Chicago
art, and his essay is featured in the
Artist Sylvia Fein’s magical realist work, like “Tea Party,” is featured in “Bats, exhibit’s catalogue.
Babes & Broccoli,” an exhibit that opened Sept. 23 at the Mongerson Gallery.
“It’s important for people to see
these exciting, unusual and avantgarde ideas being picked up and
played with in a personal way in
places that aren’t the main metropolitan centers throughout the
Gallery, 875 N. Michigan Ave., fea- United States,” Cozzolino said.
» TYRA BOSNIC
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
tures works by Wisconsin artists
Margot Mache, director of the
Sylvia Fein, Marshall Glasier, Mongerson Gallery, said exhibits
“BATS, BABES & Broccoli,” an art
Dudley Huppler, Karl Priebe and like “Bats, Babes, & Broccoli” are
exhibit featuring the work of five John Wilde, according to the necessary to emphasize art crepostwar, Midwestern artists, pro- exhibit’s website. Although the ated in the Midwest.
vides Chicagoans a rare glimpse artists were active art communi“There were these incredible
of magic realism, which combines ties in Milwaukee and Madison, micro-art movements happening
realistic and surrealistic ele- Wisconsin during the 1940s and here in the Midwest that haven’t
ments, while exploring themes of later decades, they were connected fully received the attention other
war, financial crisis and turmoil. to Chicago’s art community.
larger movements have,” she said.
The show, which runs from Sept.
The exhibit continues the galThere is no ambiguity sur23 to Dec. 30, at the Mongerson lery’s interest in surrealism, which rounding the exhibit’s emphasis
» Courtesy MARGOT MACHE

New exhibit’s magic realism
brings fantasy into reality
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on Midwestern artists, but
magic realism—and the artists’
messages—leaves some puzzled,
according to Mache.
“There’s almost a mystery, a
certain kind of darker tone, to the
works that draws people in and
makes them think,” Mache said.
In addition to the mystery
behind the artists’ messages in
the creative works, the definition
of magic realism is shrouded in
a veil of ambiguity. Part of this,
Cozzolino explained, comes from
the art form’s similarities to surrealism—another form exploring
fantasy and reality.
“Magic realism doesn’t show the
impossible, it shows the improbable,” Cozzolino said.
“Often, it’s really subtle, [like a]
kind of quality of the moonlight on
a statue that seems really strange,
but you can’t really account for
why it’s strange.”
Sandra Zalman, an associate
professor of art history at the
University of Houston who specialized in the art style, said the
form’s ambiguity is exactly what

the artists are trying to convey.
“Magic realist paintings definitely have something to say about
our culture and our society and
about the irrationality of every day
life,” Zalman said.
Anna Kunz, senior lecturer in
the Art & Art History Department
at Columbia, said in a Sept. 21
emailed statement that magical
realism still has a place today.
“There is a freedom of feeling
that happens when magical thinking collides with the mundane
everyday. It speaks of possibility,”
Kunz said.
In the same way that magical
realism should be valued for small
details, the nation’s art movements
and their contributions to the art
world can be found in the least
obvious places, like in Wisconsin,
according to Cozzolino.
“It reminds us we need to be paying attention to places that aren’t
the center because, sometimes,
something more exciting happens
there,” Cozzolino said.
tbosnic@chroniclemail.com
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Course teaches actors how
to safely deliver punches
» TYRA BOSNIC
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
TO PROMOTE SAFETY as well as suspense and action in stage combat,
the Vagabond School of the Arts,
4001 N. Ravenswood Ave., will
offer a weekly course on unarmed
stage combat starting Oct. 1.
According to the Vagabond
School’s website, the course,
running until Nov. 19, includes a
certification test and covers communication, consent and physical
skills in stage combat.
Aaron Preusse, the mid-America regional representative and
certified teacher for the Society
of American Fight Directors, said
actors take a stage combat proficiency test to become certified
in the skill. The test determines
a student’s ability to accurately
and safely represent violence on
a stage, he added.

“[The test] is about seeing
where a student is at and if they
can portray a character honestly
and truthfully, while also having
moments of violence portrayed
believably,” Preusse said.
While accuracy is a part of the
certification test, Preusse said
knowledge of safe stage combat
is just as pertinent and is a main
subject SAFD educates people on.
Evan Szewc, a junior theatre
major minoring in stage combat,
said actors should study stage
» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
combat to prevent injury.
“It’s important for actors to Courses, like those offered at Chicago’s Vagabond School of the Arts, 4001 N.
Ravenswood Ave., teach students safety measures and techniques to portray
understand the importance of believable onstage violence, according to SAFD Representative Aaron Preusse.
physicality within theater,” Szewc
said. “A lot of actors aren’t aware take at least one stage combat is a fantastic resource,” he said.
of ways that violence should be course, but Preusse said extra “Taking classes outside [a college]
appropriately handled onstage.”
training could help aspiring stu- allows a student to have a different
teacher presenting ideas and techColumbia offers a stage combat dents in their acting careers.
niques
and ways of accomplishing
minor for theatre majors, and stu“Taking courses in a college
the
techniques.”
dents in the major are required to where there are certified teachers

JIMMY

Stop by the offices of the
Columbia Chronicle
located at
33 East Congress, Suite 224,
Chicago, IL 60605
for your chance to win a
pass for two to the special
advance screening on
Wednesday, September 28.
No purchase necessary, while supplies last. Void where
prohibited or restricted by law. A limited number of passes
are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Seating is
on a first come, first served basis. Please refer to screening
passes for all other restrictions. Limit one admit-two pass per
person. Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia College
Chicago students, staff, and faculty only and are distributed
at the discretion of the promotional partner. Those that have
received a screening pass or promotional prize within the last
90 days are not eligible. This film is rated PG-13 for “for crude
and sexual humor, some language and violence.”

SERIOUS DELIVERY!

TM

©2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

tbosnic@chroniclemail.com

YOU ARE
INVITED
TO SEE

LOVE THE

TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU
VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

David Woolley—senior lecturer
in the Theatre Department and
SAFD fight master, an instructor
experienced in stage combat education and judge for the certification test—said knowledge of stage
combat is important for everyone
involved in theater.
“It’s important actors know how
to do stage combat,” Woolley said.
“It’s also important directors and
producers understand the need for
stage combat.”
Adequate knowledge of stage
combat keeps actors safe, but the
knowledge also provides better
chances for actors to find employment in the theater industry.
“It’s important—and has become
more of an industry standard—
that stage combat training is
out there, and people are taking
advantage of it,” Preusse said. “It’s
making people safer, and it’s also
making moments of violence more
interesting on stage.”
Vagabond School of the Arts
could not be reached for comment.
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@MastermindsFilm |

/MastermindsMovie |
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recipe

FRENCH TOAST POCKETS

directions

ingredients

» CAROLYN BRADLEY
COPY EDITOR

There is nothing like adding a twist to a traditional recipe, so I was eager to try this spin on
a classic breakfast meal. French toast pockets
only require a collection of household breakfast
items, a few for flavoring and 30 minutes. As a
girl with virtually no time to get creative, I am
excited to see how this turns out. What could
be better than a delicious breakfast in a pocket?
cbradley@chroniclemail.com

8 thick slices white bread
8 ounces softened cream cheese
6 tablespoons sugar, divided
2 teaspoons vanilla
8 tablespoons coarsely chopped
pecans
7 large eggs
1 cup milk
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
1 cup crushed cornflakes
1/2 cup shredded coconut

1. Combine cream cheese, vanilla,
chopped pecans and 2 tablespoons
of sugar and set aside.
2. Mix eggs, milk, nutmeg and 4
tablespoons of sugar until well
-blended and set aside.
3. Combine crushed cornflakes with
coconut and set aside.
4. Cut down through the top and
along one side of each slice of bread,
creating a pocket.

5. Spread a tablespoon of cream
cheese filling inside of each pocket.
6. Preheat a greased griddle.
7. Dip the bread pockets into the
egg/milk mixture, then press them
into the corn flake/coconut mixture, coating both sides of each
pocket slice.
8. Cook until golden brown on
both sides.
9. Serve warm with syrup.

» ERIN BROWN AND SARAH IMPOLA/CHRONICLE

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

The Infinite is located one block from the
“Loop U” campuses and is situated just steps from
over 100 restaurants, coffee shops, and stores in
the heart of downtown Chicago.
Students will have the convenience of
walking to class (even in the cold Chicago winters)
and have multiple mass transit lines
at their fingertips.

Infinite offers the best location,
features, and amenities to
South Loop students

SURROUND YOURSELF
with modern amenities
with a vibrant culture
with historic details

For students looking for student apartments near
Roosevelt University, Columbia College, Robert Morris University,
and Depaul’s downtown campus, and many others, we are in a
prime spot for college commuters.

Fully Furnished & Amenities
• Designer Living Room Furniture
• Stainless Steel Appliances and Quartz
Countertop Kitchen
• Mounted Flat Panel Living Room TV
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer
• Fitness and Health Center
• Professionally Landscaped Rooftop Oasis

TOUR THE
COMMUNITY,
LEASE TODAY!

28 E Jackson Blvd • 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312 724 6767

chicagoinfinite.com
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Email
live@chicagoinfinite.com

Only a minute walk from the Harold Washington Library
CTA station, residents have quick access to the brown, orange, pink,
and purple line services. Students who reside in our student
apartment building also appreciate the lively lifestyle of downtown’s
local shops and social activities.

37 W. Van Buren St
Chicago, IL 60605
312-283-3331

SPECIALIZING IN ONLINE LEASING
email: live@arcatoldcolony.com
arcatoldcolony.com

Check out the new virtual tour here:
https://tour.lcp360.com/nocache/arc/.
Call our office at 312.283.3331 to inquire
about tour information.

meOUT

CHECK
» PHOTOS MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
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IF YOU HAD TO WALK 1,000 MILES,
WHAT SHOES WOULD YOU WEAR?

Hubert Komar
sophomore interactive arts
& media major

“Nikes. They have good gel in
them.”

India Ross
freshman fashion studies major
“Jeremy Scotts. They feel like you’re flying.”

Miya Gomberg
freshman music major
“My Toms. I usually get a new pair every
year, and I totally trash them because I
walk in them all the time.”

Downtown Parking

RATES:

$6 after 4pm
until 10pm

10hrs— $11
24hrs— $30
All day
(until 10pm)— $16
710 s. Wabash Ave
710selfpark.com
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Video: “Gucci Haul Jeffree Star”
Say what you will about Jeffree
Star—and you might be correct—
but he’s so much fun to watch. This
is Jeffree’s first haul video, and he
shows off Gucci items he bought
and stuffed into what is probably
the largest shopping bag known
to man. Expensive, shiny primers,
limited edition backpacks with gold
animal heads and leather shoes
with flames make a dazzling, guilty
pleasure extravaganza.

Blog: “Boho Berry’s”
Bullet Journal
Bullet journaling will be the best
decision you make. It’s a streamlined, customizable way of keeping
track of your to-do lists, notes and
more. Boho Berry’s site, dedicated to the craft, is a treasure trove
of inspiration. The system was
originally created by digital product
designer Ryder Carroll, but its new
manifestations are magnificent. It
will change your life.

ARTS & CULTURE

REASONS
IT SHOULD
ALWAYS BE FALL

MOVIES I HATE
AND EVERYONE
ELSE LOVES

THINGS ABOUT
VISITING HOME

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

» ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER

» COURTNEY WOLFE
METRO REPORTER

Dogs in Halloween costumes

“The Matrix”

Nothing makes me happier than a dog
strutting down the street disguised as
a lion or shark. It makes my heart skip
a beat every time I see their little tails
wagging as they plow through mounds
of leaves. One time, I even saw a little Pomeranian dressed as the pope—it looked
absolutely flawless.

Other than some impressive special effects, there really isn’t anything groundbreaking in this movie. People act as if
this movie created the idea of our reality
being controlled by another, when in actuality it’s nothing more than a retelling
of Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave.”

Food

Pillsbury sugar cookies
First on my autumn agenda is running
to the store and buying a box of Pillsbury
sugar cookies with pumpkins on them—
or five if I am feeling the fall spirit. Since
I can’t cook, this is the perfect alternative
to something difficult like pumpkin pie,
and only takes eight minutes.
Haunted houses
Most people would scream the second
they walk into a haunted house, but
almost being chainsawed in half by a
stranger gets my adrenaline pumping.
Being the leader of your group is the most
thrilling part because you never know
what lurks behind each corner.
The smell
A crisp breeze that sends a shiver down
your spine, an evening bonfire with
friends and, of course, the smell of pumpkin spice lattes are a few of the many
scents of fall. There is something about
the season that makes me feel warm and
cozy like a toasty marshmallow.
My birthday
It may be self-centered, but October
birthdays are the best!
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“Zoolander”
Ben Stiller is hit or miss with me, and
this is his biggest miss. The concept itself is a solid idea, and there are plenty of
jokes to make about the fashion industry.
However, “Zoolander” is only a accumulation of lowest-common-denominator
humor.
“District 9”
The messages of prejudice, anti-immigration and segregation have been beaten to death, and the movie has this pretentious vibe, as if it discovered those
themes and aliens.
“Gladiator”
I’ve never been a Ridley Scott fan, and
this movie is a prime example of why.
The story has been told time and time
again. The characters are stereotypes,
the acting is wooden and the pacing is
painfully slow.
“The Cell”
This movie is about going into the mind
of a serial killer to see what drove him to
become the man he is. It presents a lot of
jarring and disturbing images simply to
force the audience to question the meaning of something that can be blamed on a
messed-up childhood.

In college, you’re either eating terrible
cafeteria food or your own failed kitchen experiments. But, when you visit
your family, you are treated to homecooked meals and dinners out. Every
time I go home, I request my mom’s
homemade biscuits and gravy.
Atmosphere
Is there anything cozier than curling
up on your family’s couch surrounded
by pillows with motivational quotes,
family photos and real candles?
Shopping
While I don’t expect a shopping spree
at Nordstrom’s when I come home, my
parents usually send me back to school
with some much-needed groceries and
cleaning supplies.
Fresh air
Unless your home is another crowded
city, the fresh air is reason enough to
get excited. Birds are flying, squirrels
are scurrying, the grass is green and
there are so many trees! Go on a bike
ride, a hike in the woods or have a picnic in the park.
Seeing your loved ones
Being away from those you love while at
school is the worst. It’s an unmatched
feeling to be surrounded by your mom,
dad, siblings, grandparents, old friends
and pets! You enjoy time with them
more than you ever have, and it makes
going back to school almost impossible. Absence truly does make the heart
grow fonder.

reviews
APP

SWOOPY SPACE

SCREEN

LADY GAGA’S
“PERFECT ILLUSION”
MUSIC VIDEO

ARTS & CULTURE

scale

RANDOM

MUSIC

EATING WITH
CHOPSTICKS

NEIL YOUNG’S
“INDIAN GIVERS”

» ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER

» ARABELLA BRECK
MANAGING EDITOR

» ARIANA PORTALATIN
CAMPUS REPORTER

» JONATHON SADOWSKI
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

I’ve never been a gamer on any platform,
and unfortunately, this game did not
convert me. The “Swoopy Space” game
challenges players to maneuver a character around planets, comets and UFOs,
while collecting meaningless objects
for points. It can be fun for a moment or
two, but it became very repetitive, and I
easily lost interest. There are too many
games similar to this one.

Lady Gaga’s new single was perfect on
its own, but now it has a ponytail-flipping, microphone-swinging, dirt-kicking music video to go with it. The style
of this video, released Sept. 20, is much
different from the iconic videos she is
known for. However, Gaga slays even in
the absence of elaborate sets, costumes
and choreography. It takes a true artist
to thrive in simplicity.

Musician Neil Young has joined those
protesting the Dakota Access Pipeline
with his newly released song and video,
“Indian Givers,” Sept. 16. Young, a pipeline protester, makes his stance known
through straightforward lyrics, such as,
“Behind big money, justice always fails.”
If you are into folk rock songs with a
strong message or support the protesters, this is one to check out.

Eating with chopsticks just seems so
counterintuitive when forks, spoons
and even sporks exist. I have no time
to master this strange art. Every
time I try, the food just ends up dropping on the plate, table, my lap or the
ground. I’ll admit, it is satisfying once
you finally get one little morsel of
food in your mouth without dropping
it, but it is too time-consuming.

APP

KEVMOJI BY
KEVIN HART

SCREEN

“BROOKLYN NINENINE” SEASON 4
PREMIERE

MUSIC

RANDOM

TAKING BACK
SUNDAY’S TIDAL
WAVE

KRAMER’S
SMOOTHIES

» LAUREN KOSTIUK
DIGITAL CONTENT MANAGER

» ZOË EITEL
MANAGING EDITOR

» CONNOR CARYNSKI
CAMPUS REPORTER

» ARIEL PARRELLA-AURELI
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

It was cool when Kim Kardashian released her “Kimoji” app, but now everyone, including Kevin Hart, is hopping
on the bandwagon. The comedian released his own emoji app Sept. 12. He
may be a hilarious comedian, but his
face as an emoji is not worth its $1.99
fee. Also, the newest update for Apple’s
iMessage has hilarious gifs and other
free ways to communicate with friends.
It looks like Kim holds the throne still.

Jake Peralta and Raymond Holt, played
by Andy Samberg and Andre Braugher, have been in witness protection for
months, and the fourth season premiere Sept. 20 shows them unhappy
living undercover in Florida. The episode was full of hilarious one-liners, but
what wasn’t there was the majority of
the main cast. Hopefully, Terry Crews
and Chelsea Peretti will be reprising
their roles in the second episode.

I admit this pop-punk band was a guilty
pleasure of mine in middle school. Unfortunately, all the elements of the band
I once enjoyed are gone in its new album,
Tidal Wave, released Sept. 16. The group’s
feisty, angst-filled appeal has been replaced with bland and typical alternative-rock. The distinguishable emotional
range of Taking Back Sunday has diminished, and nothing remains but predictable riffs and dull vocals.

Who knew Kramer’s Health Foods,
230 S. Wabash Ave., had an upstairs
cafe with such great food? This hidden local cafe features homemade
kombucha, fresh salads and sandwiches, but its best menu item is the
smoothie bowl. Infused with “hippie”
natural ingredients, these large bowls
with fruit, juices and oats will fill you
up better than that lean hot pocket
you always eat.
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College rebrand—
too little for too much

C

olumbia officially debuted the
results of a yearlong effort to
rebrand the school on Sept. 19.
The project includes a new word mark
with a bolder font and more spacing in
the logo. The college also eliminated
“Live What You Love” as a slogan and
gave the college some official colors.
Columbia’s branding was undoubtedly
in need of improvement, so the initiative
to redo it made sense. However, the
direction the college went in only caused
more confusion and is likely to be ineffective in raising Columbia’s profile.
The rebranding cost Columbia almost
$700,000, with approximately $400,000
dedicated to creating new advertisements on platforms such as Spotify and
Pandora, as reported Sept. 19 by The
Chronicle. The advertisements are a
good investment because they feature
Columbia students’ work in the form

of background music, reinforcing the
college’s reputation as an institution that
encourages students to engage with the
world around them. However, the rest
of the rebranding tells a different story.
The six primary colors in the new
palette—named for South Loop staples,
like “Grant Park Green,” “Red Line Red”
and “Wabash Blue”—are variations of
the college’s previous color schemes.
Columbia also hired an out-of-state
company to complete the work. While
the agency chosen specializes in
rebranding higher education, with
clients as diverse as the Pratt Institute
and Purdue University, it would have
been more in line with Columbia’s
goals to have involved the college
community, at the very least to ensure
familiarity with the college’s reputation.
Marketing and design students alike
jump-start professional careers at

Chicago should take the
wheel on driverless cars

I

n a trope as old as time, technology
is progressing faster than people
are ready for it. Driverless cars are
now a real possibility, being tested
in markets as close as Pittsburgh by
Uber as a possible replacement for
its current driver-based service.
Chicago aldermen Edward Burke
(14) and Anthony Beale (9), whom The
Chicago Sun-Times proclaim to be
some of the “most powerful” in the city
according to its Sept. 14 article on the
proposed ban, have made it their mission
to stop the computer-programmed automobiles from entering Chicago before
anyone even offers to bring them here.
The ban would prohibit both companies like Uber and the general public
from using driverless vehicles. The

justification is that the technology
needs to be thoroughly tested before
entering the Chicago market, and
that the ban protects everyone from
dangerous traffic situations.
While Chicago’s current traffic situation is unideal—with crowded roads
and cars that do not always follow the
law—and this controversial addition to
the road could make it more complicated,
it is a mistake to ban driverless cars out
of fear of something relatively unknown.
The number of fatal car crashes in
Illinois increases every year, and this
year is already at 723 as of Sept. 23,
according to the Illinois Department
of Transportation, adding to the
fear of driverless cars. However, the
automated automobiles have the

Columbia, and giving them the chance
to participate in the rebrand would
have provided valuable experience and
networking. If our students are talented
enough to produce Manifest—the famous
end-of-year celebration—and design
murals for the Wabash Arts Corridor,

the world around them, but it refuses to
give them opportunities for professional
experience and resume building—and,
as a bonus, save the college money.
The college community also cannot forget this rebrand comes right
after a summer filled with damaging

It would have been more in line with
Columbia’s goals to have involved the
college community [in the rebrand].
then they are surely talented enough
to contribute to a rebranding effort.
This, in addition to President and
CEO Kwang-Wu Kim’s reluctance to put
students on the design committee for the
anticipated Student Center—slated to
open in 2018 in place of the Papermaker’s
Garden’s current spot—shows a disconnect between Columbia’s mission and
its actions. The college says it wants its
students to be engaged and working in

departmental cuts and staff and faculty
layoffs, so it is a peculiar time for the
college to have spent approximately
$300,000 on creative services.
The rebrand Columbia spent so much
money on was a good idea that was
poorly executed. With more changes
going forward, the college should learn to
make the most use of the resources it has
available, so that another disappointment
like this rebrand will not happen again.
editorial

potential to decrease these accidents
by using sensors and GPS technology
to brake the car when in danger.
All technology is intimidating when
it is initially released. The first automobiles—with human drivers—took
time to get used to and for all their
kinks to be worked out, such as
engine failure, seat belts and airbag
malfunctions. As more people began
driving them, public fear subsided and
transportation was revolutionized.
Banning driverless cars is inappropriate because Chicago should want to be
an innovative city that is adapting to the
latest and greatest technology available.
Driverless cars need to be tested, but
this is a given because all new technology must be before it’s implemented.
While a small town may seem
like the right place to test a driverless car because of the limited
traffic issues, it will eventually be
necessary to see how these cars

work in a big city environment, and
Chicago should not prematurely
exclude itself from this challenge.
It cannot be ignored that Burke and
Beale are also allies of taxi companies, and interests against Uber could
play a part in their opposition. The
two men have been known to make
efforts to antagonize the company, and
this could be another one of them.
To deny Chicago the opportunity to
be a premiere user of this revolutionary
technology is disappointing for the
city. The idea that driverless cars are
dangerous is irrelevant; all technology is
dangerous before society understands it.
Change can be difficult to process,
but instead of pushing driverless cars
away, Chicago should embrace the new
technology, test it safely and learn to
implement it in a way that complements
the rest of the city. Driverless cars are
nearly here. It is time for us to sit back
and take our hands off the wheel.
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or
have strong beliefs about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2,
you’ll find a set of guidelines on how to do this. Let us hear
from you. —The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board

N
commentary

Fashion
industry
continues to
steal, degrade
cultures
» brooke pawling stennett
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER

otable fashion designer Marc
Jacobs premiered his Spring/
Summer 2017 collection at New
York Fashion Week Sept. 15. It was a
rave-themed show with hanging lights
and puddles of water the models had to
strategically avoid in platform boots,
according to a Sept. 15 ELLE article.
During the show, everything was
seemingly normal, until the first model
made her debut with faux-wool dreadlocks pinned to her head. In a flurry of
pastels, Jacobs’ predominantly white,
female models strutted down the
runway, all with the same hairstyle.
After the fashion show, professional
photos of the attire were released
on popular fashion websites, which
resulted in social media criticizing the
dreadlocks. Twitter users were quick
to point out the cultural appropriation.
The hypocrisy of Jacobs’ models
wearing dreadlocks, while people of
color are shunned and barred from job
opportunities for the same hairstyle was
not lost on multiple angry Twitter users.
At Butler Traditional High School
in Louisville, Kentucky, a strict dress
code was enforced for the 2016–2017
school year that forbade natural

OPINIONS
hairstyles, such as twists, cornrows
or dreadlocks that are “distracting”
or “attention-getting,” according to
an Aug. 3 Cosmopolitan article.
Principal Donna Hargens retracted
the policy once social media users
deemed it discriminatory.
It is unfortunate that, as a prominent
figure in the fashion industry, Jacobs
did not realize white women wearing
dreadlocks as a fashion statement
is cultural appropriation and not
“nonsense,” as the designer said on
Instagram following the backlash.
This is the moment for Jacobs to
follow in the footsteps of ELLE Canada
and show the real people behind the
cultures the industry is desperately
selling. The magazine’s “Natural
Anthem” collection included six women
of color and presented them naturally.
Jacobs received little criticism from
the industry other than Harper’s
Bazaar’s first-person account of seeing
the dreads before the models reached the
runway. The article details shock and
dismay at witnessing the carefully dyed
yarn strategically placed on the models’
heads. Prominent publications like Vogue
remained eerily silent on the matter.

It is no surprise the industry has stayed
mum so far. Earlier this year, Urban
Outfitters won four of the six copyright
cases the Navajo Nation brought against
it for its distribution and marketing
of “Navajo” clothing, jewelry and accessories without permission, as reported
May 20 by Hyperallergic.com. While
the Navajo Nation is left with emotional
and financial repercussions of the case,
Urban Outfitters continues to be a $3.45
billion company, according to the most
recent stock sales on MarketWatch.com.
The worst part of this controversy is
the lack of meaningful apology from
Jacobs. Shortly after the controversy
gained momentum, Jacobs released a
second Instagram post Sept. 19 apologizing for “the lack of sensitivity unintentionally expressed by [his] brevity”
but remained firm that the response
was an attack on his artistic freedom.
It’s understandable that Jacobs felt
attacked after having just released a
collection he spent a great deal of time on,
but the fashion industry needs to start
taking steps to acknowledge its ignorance
when it comes to cultural appropriation.
bpawlingstennett@chroniclemail.com

student poll
EDITORIAL CARTOON

How has the new
Wi-Fi worked for
you?
“One time in class I had trouble [connecting], but it was fixed.”
afua oppong wadie
freshman cinema art +
science major

“I didn’t notice that much of a
difference.”
jack russell

junior business &
entrepreneurship
major

“There were some network problems
at work, and no one has fixed it yet.”
kyu kim

senior cinema art + science major
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brand new
apartments
coming
summer
2017!

LoVe wHere
You LiVe.
APARTMENT AMENITIES
modern, Fully Furnished units with
Floor to ceiling windows each bedroom
Has it’s own bathroom
Luxury Finishes including Quartz
countertops & stainless steel appliances
washer & dryer in unit
Flat screen 40” HdtV with robust
cable/internet package
gear wall | walk in closets

COMMUNITY AMENITIES
club, game & media rooms
Café With Free Single-Serve Coffee Maker
tech Hub – Quickly connect online
& enjoy Free printing
Lounge areas | study Lounge | High-speed
internet & wi-Fi 24-Hour Fitness center with
cardio & weights
outdoor terraces with gas grills, Fire pit,
indoor/outdoor Fireplace & Large screen tV
sky Lounge & terrace with panoramic
Views of the chicago skyline
indoor bike storage & repair station
ground Floor retail
24-Hour emergency maintenance/ management
secure parcel delivery area at main Lobby
controlled building access

LIVE AT: 30 EAST BALBO AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60605
LEASE AT: 400 SOUTH DEARBORN CHICAGO, IL 60605
331-256-5131 www.30EastApts.com
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@30Eastapts
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Garry McCarthy points to community as problem, not police. » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
Later this fall, the Stony Island Arts Bank, a hybrid
gallery, media archive, library and community
center located at 6760 S. Stony Island Ave., will
display the Cleveland gazebo where 12-year-old
Tamir Rice was shot by police.

Tamir Rice gazebo
visiting Chicago as
BLM landmark
» COURTNEY WOLFE

» PHOTOS MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE

Tamir’s mother, Samaria Rice, originally interested in acquiring it. Mills said he then
wanted the gazebo to be destroyed because it reached out to various institutions, asking
was a painful reminder of what happened to them if they would like to display the gazebo.
THE CLEVELAND GAZEBO where 12-year-old
her son. The City of Cleveland also wanted it
“This needed to be done within a couple of
Tamir Rice was fatally shot by police is destroyed because it was a reminder of what months because the City of Cleveland wanted
coming to the Stony Island Arts Bank on their police force had done, Mills said.
to move on,” Mills said. “We don’t necessarChicago’s South Side.
However, he added that, on the day of the ily want them to move on, and that’s part of
Rice’s death in November 2014 gained the demolition, the Rice family realized the his- the reason we want to preserve the gazebo:
attention of the Black Lives Matter move- torical value of the gazebo and contacted the because we want people to remember what
ment and other activist groups after he was Smithsonian National Museum of African happened to Tamir, and we want people to
killed by police officers who spotted him American History and Culture. The museum talk about it and debate it and discuss it and
playing with a toy gun. Since his death, the quickly sent a letter to the City of Cleveland learn from it.”
gazebo has become a monument to Rice and stating the cultural significance of the gazebo
Lamon Reccord, a civil rights activist in
a place where people went to mourn.
and requested it not be destroyed.
Chicago known for his role in Black Lives
“This gazebo is a powerful reminder of
Cleveland agreed to preserve the gazebo, Matter protests, said he is happy to hear the
Tamir Rice’s murder,” said Theaster Gates, but the Smithsonian said it was not gazebo is coming to Chicago.
Jr., founder and executive director of the
Rebuild Foundation, which owns the Stony
Island Arts Bank and other cultural centers,
in a Sept. 15 press release. “When an ordinary
object becomes the site of such an extraordinary act, it should force us to stop, think and
to take action in our community.”
The agreement for the gazebo’s temporary
residency at the Stony Island Arts Bank was
signed just a few days ago, according to Billy
Joe Mills, the Rice family’s leading attorney
for the gazebo.
Mills said he is looking forward to seeing
how the Arts Bank displays the gazebo.
“I know the Arts Bank has stated [it is]
interested in proceeding in a thoughtful way,”
Mills said. “They are going to figure out how
While other museums expressed interest, the next
it should be shown in the most respectful
destination for the gazebo where Tamir Rice was shot
remains unknown, according to the Rice family lawyer
way possible, the most thought-provoking
Billy Joe Mills
way and, perhaps, in a healing way.”
METRO REPORTER

“It could be an eye-opener for people to wake
up and realize what’s going on,” Reccord said.
“It will breathe life into a lot of people. It can be
a message to elected officials, politicians and
police officers that citizens and residents are
holding these people accountable for doing
wrongful things in our community.”
Mills said while other institutions have
expressed interest in displaying the gazebo,
he is not sure where it will go after its Chicago
residency ends.
“The gazebo has a lot of power because it
imbues the spirit of Tamir, who was an innocent boy killed by his own democracy, his own
government, without any kind of due process,”
Mills said. “I hope it can become a house for
healing and a house for mediation between
groups that are at odds with each other.”
Laura Schiavo, an assistant professor
of museum studies at George Washington
University in the District of Columbia, said it
is rare for museums to display such a modern
piece, but it is becoming more common, and
the gazebo is definitely worth displaying at
museums and cultural centers.
“[Museums are now] less about the transfer
of knowledge and more about being places
for discussion and dialogue,” Schiavo said.
“A piece like this gazebo has this incredible
value as a starting point for conversation. It
does also have this evidentiary, documentary value as well. The gazebo would be
the object that would really speak to the
open wounds.”
cwolfe@chroniclemail.com
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»ARABELLA BRECK

MANAGING EDITOR

Can the U.S. uphold Obama's legacy?

A

s President Barack Obama’s final
term sadly comes to a close, he is
starting to make final speeches to
prominent groups he has been involved in.
He gave his final address to the United
Nations’ General Assembly Sept. 20., less
than two months before either Donald
Trump or Hillary Clinton will be elected
to replace him.
The first time Obama addressed the
General Assembly was nine months after
he took office on Sept. 23, 2009.
In his first speech addressing the group,
he was setting the stage for his presidency
and proving to the U.N. his presidency
divided, and ultimately in conflict,
would be different. He was starting to
along with age-old lines of nation."
redefine the U.S. and its reputation, as
Obama was not just critical of
well as re-involve his country in the U.N.
America's sometimes misguided role in
and international communities.
the international community but also
He talked about what the U.S. did
of the actions and participation of all
during former President George W. Bush's countries involved in the U.N.
terms and what he wanted to do with this
He said in order to maintain stability,
country's involvement internationally
countries should reject strong-man
moving forward.
politics and the divisions within and
The eight years preceding that speech
between countries.
were spent intervening in countries the
While the effectiveness of the U.N. as
U.S. arguably did not belong in, rejecting
it stands today is debatable, there is no
goals of the international community,
doubt that the reputation of every counavoiding the dangers of global warming
try in that body is extremely important.
and many other disastrous actions.
The reputation of the U.S. is something
In Obama's first nine months in office,
the next president should maintain and
the U.S. joined the Human Rights Council, treat with care.
signed the Convention on the Rights of
It is very easy to reject the rest of the
world out of fear and ignorance, but
Persons with Disabilities and fully committed to the Millennium Development
Obama proved how difficult it is to pull
Goals, which Bush had rejected.
a country out of that.
The eight years after that first speech
"The gains are often fragile," he said.
were spent working toward cooperation. "Sometimes we take one step forward
While people may criticize Obama’s
and two steps back."
presidency, he has at least begun to
Obama has undoubtedly taken this
rebuild the image of the U.S. in the intercountry a step forward. Despite chalnational community, even with extreme
lenges, he has attempted to keep the
pushback. The country has come a long
U.S. on course; however, now the U.S. is
way from the severely tarnished reputaprecariously close to taking two huge
tion it had when he took office.
steps backward.
At the close of Obama’s first speech, he
After Obama's presidency and this
said the U.S. was at a pivotal moment in
speech, America should be ashamed
international cooperation. Now, the U.S.
Trump is being considered as a replacefinds itself again at a pivotal moment in
ment for someone who has spent his
the international community.
two terms in office building relation"We can choose to press forward with
ships—not walls—between the US and
a better model of cooperation and inteother countries.
gration," Obama said in his final speech.
abreck@chroniclemail.com
"Or we can retreat into a world sharply
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McCarthy: ‘Noncompliance is
becoming legitimized’
»

ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER
FORMER CHICAGO POLICE Department Superintendent Garry
McCarthy told the attendees of a
City Club of Chicago forum Sept.
19, that Mayor Rahm Emanuel made him a scapegoat for his
political failures.
McCarthy, who was fired from his
position after the November 2015
release of the video showing Laquan
McDonald being shot and killed by
CPD officer Jason Van Dyke, held an
open forum discussion on problematic issues, including the McDonald
case. During the talk, he said he was
not part of that investigation.
“Politically speaking, you’re
either on the bus or under it,”
McCarthy said.
At the open panel, McCarthy gave
a presentation titled “Legitimizing

Non-Compliance in America” in
which he criticized the hostility
toward police prevalent today.
McCarthy said the shootings
of McDonald, Eric Garner and
Michael Brown could have been
prevented. He added that accountability and discipline need to be
enforced whenever police misconduct occurs and crime needs
greater attention.
“We’re in a culture today that
is investigating the police instead
of investigating criminals,”
McCarthy said.
McCarthy said police are the
subject of discussions of undue
force and brutality but are not
involved in them. He added that
he reached out to activist groups,
such as Black Lives Matter, after an
appearance on a CNN Town Hall
but has yet to receive a response
from their members.

Garry McCarthy, former Chicago Police
Department superintendent, said he thinks
noncompliance with law enforcement is
being encouraged and legitimized at a Sept.
19 City Club of Chicago panel.

» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE

Marian Perkins, a criminal
justice professor at Chicago State
University, said both the community and police need to be held
accountable for their actions. She
said it is important that all community members be included in the
conversations on accountability.
Damon Williams, co-founder
of the #LetUsBreathe Collective,
an activist group seeking police
accountability, said he thinks
McCarthy is lying about his open
invitations and finds his rhetoric
about black communities offensive.
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Williams said a dialogue with
McCarthy would not be productive
because of his biased view toward
the black community. He said
McCarthy’s language uses inherently racist words, such as “thug”
and “gangbanger.”
“I have no interest in having a conversation with Garry
McCarthy,” Williams said.
McCarthy said community leaders are encouraging people not to
comply with the police, and it is a
problem no one has the courage to
talk about.

“Noncompliance is becoming
legitimized across this country,”
McCarthy said.
Perkins said she thinks the
community is hurting and willing to comply because they want
the issues between them and law
enforcement solved.
“People want to be heard and are
willing to listen to police officers,”
Perkins said.
Williams said McCarthy’s discussion of noncompliance with law
enforcement is a ploy to disguise
the political, economic, social and
law enforcement attitudes toward
the black community.
“This conversation—and his
overall political standpoint—is
pretty ridiculous,” Williams said.
In today’s environment, police
officers are hesitant and afraid of
being unjustifiably accused of misconduct, McCarthy said.
Williams said that Mcarthy’s
comments frustrate him, “How can
you be afraid of getting in trouble if
you are in the right?” he said.
ebradach@chroniclemail.com
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»

ERIC BRADACH
METRO REPORTER
CHICAGO POLICE OFFICERS will be
required to wear body cameras
while on patrol in all 22 districts
within the next two years, according to a Sept. 18 press release from
the Chicago Police Department.
The announcement came at the
end of the city’s initial body camera pilot, which began in January
2015 in the Shakespeare District
and was expanded to Austin,
Wentworth, Deering, Ogden South
Chicago and Gresham, according to
the press release.
In the press release, CPD
Superintendent Eddie Johnson
called the expansion a “win-win”
for both citizens and officers.
“Body-worn cameras provide a
rare glimpse into the dangerous
situations Chicago police officers

40%

face every day in an effort to keep
our communities safe,” Johnson
said in the press release.
Arthur Lurigio, a criminal justice and psychology professor at
Loyola University Chicago, said the
expansion is a “two-way street” for
civilians and officers.
“Body cameras are not only to
protect residents against [over
excessive police force] or violations
of constitutional rights—[they]
can also protect the police against
unwarranted or unjustified accusations,” Lurigio said.
However, Lurigio said cameras
have a limited capability to hold
officers accountable because they
do not give a full picture of the scene
and only show one point of view.
Body camera footage can help in
an investigation but may not capture the proper context and justification for police force, said Robert

SEE CAMERAS, PAGE 39

Body cameras for all city
police officers by 2018

» SARAH IMPOLA/CHRONICLE

Lombardo, an associate professor
of criminal justice at Loyola.
“There are plenty of examples
where [body cameras] have exposed
problematic things, but the camera is only a view from one angle,”
Lombardo said.
Body cameras are also costly to
implement because body camera
footage must be maintained until a
case it is involved in is closed. The
storage cost can also be expensive,
Lurigio said.
The Taser Axon cameras will be
funded by CPD’s operating budget
and grant funding, according to
the press release. It lists an estimated cost of about $8 million for
an additional 5,000 cameras and
technological upgrades.
In comparison, the Los Angeles
Police Department signed a 5-year
contract with the same company, Taser International, earlier this year for $57.6 million.
LA’s plan includes storing the
camera’s recording records.
Research on the effectiveness of body cameras is limited
as well, Lurigio added. What
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“We must reach out to children
and provide them with models and
mentors ... They get a yes to their
future,” Emanuel said.
Xavier Ramey, a speech attendee
and senior assistant director for
social innovation at the University
of Chicago Community Service
Center, said he thought the address
had more detail than he expected.
However, he said Emanuel did not
cover the issues properly.
On Emanuel’s plan to help lower
income communities, Ramey said
“It’s the wrong strategy.”
Ramey said Emanuel’s job program is not aimed at the heart of
the problems. He agrees that a lack
of opportunity for impressionable
youth are at the root of crime, but
the weight of the resources put
toward it are not enough.
“You can not fight war with guns,
with badges, with bars—you can’t
do it,” Ramey said.
Groups of protesters who gathered outside the gymnasium said
Emanuel is ignoring demands for
civilian oversight of police.
Protester and freelance

photographer Jennifer Gaudreau
said she went to advocate for social
justice, police accountability and
learn about the Civilian Police
Accountability Council. CPAC is
an initiative created by the Chicago
Alliance Against Racist and
Political Repression that calls for
elected members from the city’s 22
police districts to oversee Chicago’s
police accountability system.
Ashley La Fleur, an event planner,
said she came to protest in order to
speak out against social injustice.
La Fleur said she is also concerned about the disbursement
of resources toward hiring more
police officers rather than helping
Chicago schools.
“I question how we could be closing schools but have the money to
hire more than 500 new police
officers,” La Fleur said.
While doubters and critics
questioned the speeches content,
Emanuel said he thinks his proposed initiatives will end the uptick
of crime in Chicago.
“It is not beyond our ability to
solve,” Emanuel said.
ebradach@chroniclemail.com
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is available shows a reduction in
complaints against the police and
result in a reduction of police force.
While Lurigio is in favor of
Johnson’s plan, he also wants to
see more studies conducted to
determine if the investment is
cost-effective.
Lurigio added that police training for using body cameras needs
to be implemented with tools such
as simulations of crime scenes, so
patrol officers are knowledgeable
about the camera’s functions and
become accustomed to wearing
them. He said he thinks body
cameras will eventually be implemented in all police departments
and become part of the uniform.
Lurigio said body camera training
should begin at the police academy.
“Eventually, I believe every police
officer in America will be wearing a
body camera,” Lurigio said. “They’ll
have their body camera, their firearm, their badge, their radio—it’ll
become part of the uniform.
Cindy Greenwood, a member of the Community Renewal
Society—a group that informs,

trains and organizes communities
to advocate social and economic
justice—agrees and said she thinks
it will only improve trust between
CPD and the community.
Body cameras could also make
officers self-conscious of their
actions and cause hesitation
because people act in a different
manner when they know they are
on camera, Lurigio said.
“What you want to happen is
for the police to forget they have
a body camera on—only to turn it
on and behave the way they would
behave generally,” Lurigio said. “So,
maybe policing will become more
civil and people responding to
police officers will also reflect that
enhanced civility.”
Ted Pearson—the co-chairman
of the Chicago Alliance Against
Racist and Political Repression, a
group that advocates for an elected
Civilian Police Accountability
Council—said he is in favor of the
body cameras and being recorded
should not be an issue for any effective police officer.
“I can’t imagine why anyone doing
their job effectively would be afraid
of being recorded,” Pearson said.

Greenwood agrees, adding she
does not see how a body camera
can prevent police officers from
performing their jobs effectively.
“It seems to me that if [a police
officer is performing their job]
properly, then that’s what the body
camera will capture,” Greenwood
said. “Why would that impact how
they do their job?”
Greenwood said she is concerned
about the possibility of patrol officers turning off the cameras while
on duty and thinks there should
be consequences for those who do.
Drawing comparisons to the
city’s July 28 shooting of 19-yearold Paul O’Neal—during which
the camera of the officer who shot
O’Neal was turned off—Pearson
said the program itself is pointless
given the current system.
“The officers themselves don’t
always keep their cameras on,”
Pearson said. “More importantly,
if the police are not controlled by
a democratic body elected by the
people in the community, there’s
no guarantee [body cameras] will
make any difference at all.”
ebradach@chroniclemail.com
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